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INTRODUOCTION,

THE STATE CRAFTSMEN.

It is part of the traditional folklore of the British
peoples that they can always find gifted men and women who &are able
to lead communitiles in any part of the World and under the most
varled circumstances. They fesl that they are more sulted to govern-
ing distant colonles and territorlies than in making war, conducting
diplomacy or bullding ephemeral, temporary industrial and financlal
empires. Their claim has often been tested and, however novel the
circumstances or difficult the problems,'they have rarely failed,
During the century which British people and their descendants have
governed Tasmania under responsible government they have had to
provide men able to meet many problems of which no exact parallel
existed In the Empire and in the Commonwealth of to=-day. Other
writers have dealt with the sound political develeopment and the -
difficult economic enviromment imposed by circumstances outSide'tha
control of Tasmanlia. Responsible government with Parli&mentafj
forms has only worked because, in spite of the isolation and a.very
small country, there have usually been a sufficient number of politi-
cal leaders and political thinkers who could cope with the problems,
and, thereby add quite useful contributions to the common stock of
knowledge and recorded experience of British peoples. That they
have succeeded 1s evident in the institutlions which are flourishing
to=daye Hed they failed Tasmania, like other small communities,
would have been-absorbed into one of the large communities on the
Mainland,

It is the purpose of thls essay to describe as fully as
space permits the personalities and characters, and briefly the
political contributions made by those Tasmanians who have given the
best years of their careers to the problems and difficulties of
statecraft. TUnofrtunately, we do net Imow sufficient about a number
of these men, because, alas, the 19th'century.was'not an age when
public men in a small busy colony could keep a diary. In a very

few cases have anyfpapers;aurvived. Much of what is written here

therefore depends upon reminescence., and on personal recollection




of the writer, No apology 1s offered because without these
reminescences much will be totally forgotten and lost for evers

The Tasmanlun social evniromment appears on present
evidence to have imposed certain condltions under which statecraft
is practised. First of these conditlons is the need for consldering
competitively the requirements and demands of two centres. of
‘population ef much the same size, but divided by over a hundred miles
of farming and pastoral lands; owing to the geographical position
other centres of population have grown up and another country must
mxxfar maraxyEamE, The Tasmanlan statecraftsman must be far more
adept than most of his Australian fellows in reconciling the
differences of country districts with divergent interests and having
strong parliamentary backing. These commnities have,had different
economic ingerests.

The second condition is the small size bf the government
machine (Dilke called i1t Lilliputian) where one member, administrator
or official has many, sometimes, very different tasks, It is only
recently that there has been any degree of specialisation, The
Tasmanian has to be versatile and legislate and administer a number
of spheres.

The economic and financial questions are free from
Tasmanian minds. This problem appeared'veryiearly in the islands
political history and was fully recognised and the predecessors bf
Parliament, Gove Arthur, Franklin, Wilmot and Denison, The diffice
ulty of publlc finence in a country which expects a relatively high
standard of living, but has to‘use'imported capital, yet does not
produce any great surplus, adds high cost of development, road bullding
has given the Tasmanian his'greatest problem over the centﬁfy; "Sinéé
1901 the need for efficient diplomacy in Federal sphere to maintaln
the State'!s rights under the Constitution. = Then there are social

problems peculiar to the State over - Residue of QohﬁictiSm:- high

cost of maintaining the destitute and of deaiing'with.law163sness in
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outlying places, The drain of population away, particularly of
actlve young people until the the end of 1939 was
Whatever thelir private views the Tasmanians have had to
keep due regard for the strong pro-British and not, as
in the other States, be able to espouss such causes as Irish, varlous
forms of Australian nationalism, The Tasmanian must lmow his people
and must be accessible, Practically none of the leadsrs were men of |
wealth and lelsure, most worked at other callings and some were Iin
straightened circumstances, These were the principal conditions
which have governed the leaders for 50 elected men and later several
women., Owing to thelr exactlng nature these conditions tended to
produce a specialist in statecraft in each Parliament, and whether
he led the Governemtn or not was the leader, Therefore the single
leader hs always been in evidence and this has been a tempering
factor, and prevented dictatorship by zealous groups and later by
organised partles,
In spite of the check which prevent a Premier or Minister
from becoming over powerful, many of the Tasmanian statesmen have
been publicly called dictators and likened to that egre of Tasmanlan
political folklore, Col, George Arthur, called by his enemies the
Gibilonite of tyramny. It 1s with these leading figures, irrespective
of their official title or position, that this essay is principally
concerned. For these men demonstrated that they possessed the
peculiar gualitles necessary for the successful government of
Tasmenia,
When the first Parliament met amongst its members were the
leaders who were to really gulde the destinies of the colony for
the next two decades. They were F. V. Smith, C. Hales Meredith,
Thomas D. Chapman, Frederick Maitland Innes. Whilst there were other
men of conslderahje significance for their personal influence or on
account of some specilal contribution they did not achlieve the same

predominence. In forming their cabinets they laid the foundations

for long political bltterness, The first three Premiers, Champ,
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Gregson_and Weston, did not remaln in office long enough to pass any -
important legislation nor to organise the new form of government,.
They were men of note, but represented rather a past order than the
new one which was taking shspe, Two of them playsd such an important
part in”political movements that they must not,be passed over withbut
notice; all three performed one servicse they brought into their
short-1ived cabinets the men who were to be the real leaders most of
the next two decades; these men were Francis Villenu Smith, Thomas
Daniel Chapman, Frederick M. Innes and Charles Meredith and James
Whyte. A1l except Meredith were to become Premisrs, he remained a
powerful Minister in

On November 1856 Mr. Thomas William Napier Champ
the newly elscted member for Launceston in the House of Assembly
became the first Premiler, The cholce seems a strange one to-day &

for Champ had held the principal office after the Governor - Colonial-

Secretary. In the popular mind in Hobart Champ was the living

embodiment of the evils of the hated Transportation System which
they had successful

The changes of responsibility of government make 1t
impracticable to divide the careers of these men into neat
historical periods, It is egually unsatlisfactory to treat them in
strict chronologleal order bassd on their entry into public 1ife or
assumption of responsibilities. They have been grouped, pﬁrely for
convenience, Xmkmxkhkx according to the main problems they met with
in xkmirx the more actiye part of thelr public careers,
The Founders to the end of Giblin period - 1886
The Social Reformers - 1886=-1916
Coping with the War Crises and Post War Depression - 1916-1934

Sound Reform and Economic Development - 1934-1939

War and Post War and Towards
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When the results of the elections for the first Tasmanian
Parlliament became known, the Governor, Sir Henry Fox Young, must have
faced one of the most difficult problems of hils lengthy and distine
guished vice=-regal careser, He had to Invite ome of the newly elected
gembers to form a minlstry which would command sufficient support in
the new House of Assembly for the passage of legislatlon for carrying
on the business of the colony.s There was some urgency because the
publie finances were not in a good position owing to economic dis-
locations following the cessation of Transportation and the ending
of the great Victorian Gold rush. The Governor's choice was limited
to a menber who was familiar with the administrative machinery of
government and public finance, and yet could form a minlstry,. Only
two members possessed the necessary administrative experilence, they
were William Thomas Napier Champ and Francis Villeneu Smith, both of
whom had resigned from thelr positlions in the Govermment and recelved.
a gratultys Champ had been Colonial Secretary, the second official-
position after the Governor, and Smith had been Attorney-General,

The Governor's dilemma was Increased by the facst that they had both
taken different sides in the great coniroversy over the Cessation of
Transportation. Champ had stood by Governor Denison and supported
on thoroughly honourable grounds, the contimuance of the system,
whereas Smith had, as a matter of consclence, supported cessation,
but continued in his positlon as chief legal officer. The Governor
endeavoursd %o solve his pfoblem by commissioning Champ who succeeded
in forming a Government which was sworn in on 1lst November, 1856.

Champ was in his 489th year when he became the first Premier
of Tasmania, an office he was to hold for only little mors than thres
months, In spite of the fact that he held the high officlal position
of Colonial Secretary, had been Controller=General of Prisons and
Commandant of Port Arthur, there 1ls very little informatlon about his
gharacter and p rsonality. Those who remembered him in his old age,
and he died iIn his 84th year, recalled that he looked a military men
even in civilian clothes and half a century after he retired from the

Army., =~ He was one of the many capable Regimental officers who came to

Australia with their regiments and after retirement entered the

| :_“'
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public service  the land of their adoption, Champ came to Tasmanis
with a detachment of the 31st Regiment and was stationed at the
notorious Sarah Island, Macquarie Harbour, He =lso took part in the
nis-nsmed Black wWar (1B31), Col. Arthur's effort to save the sborig=
snnl tribes from extinciion by confining them in the south-east

corner of the Island, These experiences probably influenced Champ
towards penal reform, for he lefi & fine record in humane prison
administration both in Tasmanis and later in Vietoria.

Champ was unsuccessful as & politiclan and it was sald

because his heart was not in the game. He &lad succeed where
possibly others would have failed, in bringing into his short lived
Ministry his strong and often extremsly bitter opvonenits on the
Transportation guestione Tithout Thomas Daniel Chapman and Francis
Villenen Smith it is doubtful if any ¥inistry could have been formed,
vet they were unable, owing to bitter oppesition, % form one them-
selves until the Gregson group (The Popular Party and the Patriots

as they were called) had shown their inabllity %o govern.

Champ resigned after iz}iiﬁiﬁment to his finance Pill was
carrled, Governor Young, probably with misgivings, commlssioned the
nover, Thomas Georgse Eragppn, in the absence ¢f an organised party
syatem, to form a govermment. Tha Gregson Government hardly had
time %o bocome acquaintad with their departmental offices before they
were defeated by a non-sonfidence motion; they held effice for 18
dayse

Even after the passage of almost a cenbury, when the person-
alities and issues mean nothing, it is @ifficult o escape from the
conclusion thst the Premier was the victim of his own temperament
and of hatred by his opponents to & degree which Iinds no parallel
in Tssmanian politics, One politiecel writer rsported that the
formouncement of the names of the new llinistry was received with a
shout of derision", and anothsr wrote that "if Mr. Gregson should
continue his characteristic displays he must be put in the coal hole".

Gregson's command of invective and his bitter tongue loosened by his

disiliusionment with the desertion of the democratic cause by
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Thomzs Chapman, Francls Smith and other members who had opposed
Transportaticn and govermment from Downing Street. Gregson was in
hls sixbleth jyear and hls temper had not iImproved with advancing
FORTrS, His government was defesated scon after it met the louse by a
moticn of no-confidence propcsed by the Antl-Transportation Leader,
William Pritchett Weston, also regarded by the Cregson democrats as
a 'Renegsde!, Ones political writer observed with probably some
Jjustice "the unbridled tongue of the Premiecr was ths real cause of
the no-confidencs voie." A portion of Gregson's defence of his
Hinistry 1lluminstes the man and the situation he faced. "Who
were the opponents of the Hinistry? Was their standing in Soclety k
better? VWers thelr morals better? = He would deny it, The present
menmbers of the adminlstration were infinitely superior both as
regarded their standing in soclety and their records" ("Examiner"
7th April ) If they went out ha would tsll the colony
in the langusge of Macbsth "Slesp no more, now be on your guard,"
¥Whilst his Ministry had the sheortest 1ife in the century,
Cregson 1s one of the most significant characters in the early
period of responsible governmont, The son of a lerthudberiand
squire, born in 1¥97, he migrated o Tasmania in 1821, He maneged
the Halahid Estate and owned the well-lmown midlands properiy
Northumbria, Later he bought ¥t. Dirsction, East Risdon, the
residence of which {still standing) being the site of the first
@overnment House, For two decades, 1830=-1850 he was probably the om
most iInfluentlal colonist in Southern Tasmania, He was the leader
of the resistance to much of the questionsble administrzative methods
of Lt. Governor Arthur, and is regarded by historians as the leader
who obtained trial by elvil jury, freedom of meeting and frsedom of
the press, He was leader of the Yatriotic Six who resisted Lt. Gov.
Wilmot's efforts suggested L'y the Colonlal 0ffice, to make the
famm¥iwks Colonists pay towards the maintenance of the transportation

systemy he also was one of the influential merbers of the Committee

which drafted the constitution for responsible government;‘abméveménﬁ

he strongly supported, - In his youhger»days, Gregson was a
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brilliant figuwre in the smart little soclisty of Hobart Town. He
eatablished horse racing as & sport because he was shocked at the
barbarities Bommitted in the name of sport by many of the more
privileged colonists against ths aborigines. Intvmanities and
injustices of any sori drove Gregson into 2 rage and often found vent
in direct action, when possible, against the offender, He was mixed
up in public horse-whippings and in affairs of honounr with the pistoles
Gregson possessed a cultivated mind, was well read and a giftéd watere
golourist and compeatant verse and prose writer, His best known water
colour is that of his friend Rev,.'Bobby! Knopwood on his whilte horse;
another is in the Tasmanian Museum,. i1t appears a tragedy that the
citcumstances of politics and his own peraonality d4did not permit this
great man to become the first lsader of the nsw aystem of govermment,
However, his 1mportan!n in the history of responslbls goverrment lles
not in his actions, but in his ideas. Gregsontsz critics and de=
tractors belonged to Ll ¢ present and had no appreclabls influence on
thefuture, On the other hand Gregson's humane oubtlook and advanced
idsas made him the prophet of all Tasmanlan progressives, lrrespective
of the banner undsr which they rsllied, The snthusiastlec young men
of ths political intellegencia, 1dclised him and ¥hen they came to
govern thes colony a generation later, they recognised their inheritan
When Gregson died in 1874 we {ind the young Hobart Radical, Andrew
Inglis Clark, publishing & spirited defence of his memory in a printed
attach on his caluminators in the press, Clark wrote the following
lines in an Ode to Gregson's memory (publlshed ih the Hobart Literary
Magazine "The Quadfrilatril”) which included these lines:

"Tne Spirlt of the Border dwelt 4in thee"

¥Shaped to the accomplishment of the Noble Deed;”

"Thou cam?st across the world-enclrelipgg sea”

"And sowed our country with the Sovereign seed.”

On Gregson's resignation, a probably much perplexed Governor

Toung had %o cormission the mover of the non-confidence motion,

William Pritchett Weston, who was able to form a Govermment; this
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was gquite evidently a stop-gap because after 17 days Westen resigned
and was succeeded by his Attorney-General, Francis Villensuve Smith,
Weston remained in the new Government, and on ‘mith's resignation
formed anotharvstopugap Government which held office from Hovember'lst_-
1860 t1l1l August 2nd 1861, Like Gregson, Weston had arrived in
Tasmanla as a young man, and had by his industry and adility become

a8 substantial landewner, He shared all Cregson's enthusissms for the
liberty of the indlvidual and for soclal reform, In spite of these

conmon ldeals the two men were utterly different in practlically

everything elss, Weston was a deeply religilous man who carried eout

mlssionary work with great zeal amongst the country psoplse of the
Midlands, From his poriralt in the Launcrston ¥ugeun he appears

as an intense, earnest face 8tampag heavily with a cold determination
and an other worldliness. The Penal System horrified him and he
never rested until he and his friend, Reve John Wast, had organised
and led a lomg campalgn which resulted in Cessation. To this end
Weston direcved all his energies, tlme and much of hils hard earned
money., Heston was a quiet determined leader who achieved his greaﬁ”
aims by ﬂtxn dint of persevsrancs rather than by nolsy showy means,
He ﬁas ons of the family of great Q%i*ish sosial reformers of 19th
century, In Parliament he played a part which could be likened to
®ilberforce rather than the mors ordinary ccentemporary members,

He was, like Cregson, constantly on the watch for the tyrannies of

laws, persons or institutions. After his second short term as

Premier, 1860-61, Weston left public life and later the colony,  His

considerable intellsctuwal and mental powers are saild bo have seriously;
declined before his death at the advanced age of 84,

The three first Premiers brought valuable contributions to
the new lnstitution of responsidble government. Champ was a master of
procedurs and an expert in the conduet of public administration‘anq‘ .
business, It was on this account that the Governors Arthur, Frahklin
and Wilmot gave him increasing_responsibilities and Governor Denison
selected him for the key post of Colonlal Secretary duringl the

Transportation erisis. It was sald he was just the pight man %o
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urﬁ:a:' and digndty o s new Perliament as well as competently and quietly
garrying out the business of lnauguraticn,. Gregson and Yeston exerted
‘political influences which ralssd the levsel of the institution above &
debating socleiy concermed with perscnaliiles and ssctional interests.
The three Premiers a1l mads a great practical contribution,; they each
brought into their Cabinets men who were to govern the colony between
them during the next gensratlion, a psriod of severe economic crisls and
of political inatability, Thess men wesre Francis Villensuve Smith,
Thomas Daniel Chapman, James Whyte, Fredarick Maitland Innes {all of
whom begame Premisrs) and Charles Msredith, a leading Minister and fine

adnindistrator. It iz with thess men that attentlcon musi be glven.




SIR RICHARD DRY OF QUAMBY.

At this distance of time it is impossible, without
considerable research when material becomes available, to determine
why Chapman or Innes, the leading figures in Parliament, were not
able to form 3 government when ¥hyte and Meredith resigned following
their defeat in the 1866 elections. Instead, Sir Richard Dry, the
popular leader of twenty years earlier became Premier. The
*Colonizal Lad', the first Tasmanian born Knight and Premier, was no
lénger robust as he was when his full length portrait in his
Speaker's robes was painted in 1851.ﬂ He was only in his 51st
year, but was in ill-health; and a contemporary photograph records

a tired face between the immense whigkers. His term of office =

ended b& his death, was entirely a public duty and Tasmaniéns
should regard him as one of their great men in their history.

Dry's life was so full and eventful that it is only
possible to mention the barest details in this place. He was bora
at Launceston on 20th September, 1815, the elder son of Richard Dry,
the most successful pionecr landowner and pastoralist in northern
Tasmania, an Irish patriot before coming to New South Wales. He

appears to have received an excellent education at a private school

kept by the Reverend J. Mackersey at Campbell Town. After a voyage
to Mauritius, he settled down to manage his father's growing estétes;
and married the daughter of George Meredith, becoming the brothef—
in-law of Charles Meredith.

Governor Arthur appointed him to the magistracy - no
sinecure in the Transportation period -~ and Governor #Wilmot appointed
him to the nominee Legislative Council.  An admirer and unfaltering
follower of Gregson, he had no hesitation in joining him as one of

the 'Patriotic Six' who walked out of the Council rather than agree

@This portrait hangs in the Members'Room, House of Assembly
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to taxation to maintain the British Govermment's penal establish-
ments. With the possible exception of Gregson, no Tasmanian
politician has received the popular praise accorded to Dry by the
Launceston people on account of his stand against the Government.
His arrival in Launceston, escorted by several hundred horsemen,
was the occasion for a wildly enthusiastic demonstration. Unlike
80 many idols of the crowd, Dry never lost his popularity. When
the first partly elected Ligislative Council met Dry was unanimously
chosen Speaker. This high position did not prevent him from
throwing himself wholeheartedly into the Anti-Transportation Move-
ment. Unfortunately for the new Parliament he was away in Europe
in search of health when his presence would have been invaluable
and it is safe to say he could have formed and carried on the
first Ministry and avoided the feuds between the self-styled
Patriots and the Renegades from poisoning the political atmosphere.
Dry did not return to Tasmania till 1860 when he was almost
immediately elected to the Legislative Council.

Dry's great personal influence was derived from two
things. He was, during most of his middle years, the greatest
squire in Tasmania; ‘'Quamby' and 'Elphin' estates were among the
largest in the Colony; he owned a fine house ("Coreen") in
Macquarie Street, Hobart. The king of the Tasmanian race course,
he entertained on a lavish scale. The fact that so wealthy,
generous and influential a man was publicly and actively on the side
of the popular rights against the Governors and officials and gave
freely of his time and money to the causes of abolition of
Transportation and Responsible Government, placed the opponents in
a most difficult position. It was said that Dry's open support
prevented the formation of an Emancipist Party and the social
cleavage which occurred in New South Wales.

What interests the biographer is the reasons for Dry's

- attitude which was quite the opposite of what might have been

expected. It is explainrf by the fact that Dry was a most unusual
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unusual man, he was an
/absolute equalitarisn. In spite of hls wealth, social pbsitiég;
almost the equal of the!Pure Merinos'! of Hew South Walss, political
influsnce, Dry sincerely belisved that le ocould not possibly be better
than any psrson however humbje or lowly., This was a sincsre belief
which he practised, and is the explanation of his popularity with the
people, irrespective of class or status, or calling throughout his }iies

Dry's govermment was the smallest in the history of the Et&tég

He alone was able %o retrench in public expenditure to balance thg
budget because he practised it himself, It is reported with a good
deal of crédibility that he never .accepted,a pehﬁéy of publin:mbney
for salary or expensss in his politlcal caresr, He governed with a
Ministry of three, but they were, with the excsption of F, M¢ Imnes,
the ablest administrators in Parliament, Dry was Chief Secretary as
well as Premier; his Treasurer was the able and experienced To Dy .
Chapyan (ex-Premier) and his Attorney-General, the leader of the bar, -
William Lambert Dobson, Dry!'s great prestige and popularity allowed
Chapman to secure some minor financial reforms and pass his sstimates,
Dry himself pushed on with the Launceston=Deloraine Railway Scheme and !
the sale of the Crown Lands for settlement in the "New Country" beyond
Deloraine, ILater he was severely critiecised for his poliecy of openihg
up the Mersey Valley and coastal districts for settlement, But what
else could be done to find new land for the sons.of“TaSmanign.farmgrs;
and migrants from England and Scotland? At thisd distance of time 1%
appears the only policy for a wise, far-sighted Premier %o adnpt, and

Dry was in mahy respects one of the wisest men %o hold the diffienlt

office of Premier. One other contribution Dry made t6 his native
Island was that he wes exactly the right host to the Duke of :
Edinburgh when he made the first visit of Royalty to Australia.

In place of ﬁény of the conditions of contemporary public‘menwDry
had social tact, cultivated manners, pride but was entirely free

from condescensione.
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Dry's health was unequal to the strain of
office and politics in spite of the assistance of his experienced
and astute leader in the House of Assembly and Treasurer, T. D.

Shapman, and his sound legal adviser, W. Lambert Dobson, Attorney

General. After a few days illness he died at his Hobart residence
*Coreen' on His funeral was probably the
largest Tasmania has ever witnessed. His remains lie under the
alter of St. Mary's Church of England, Haﬁﬁden, which he built and

endowed. = =

JAMES MILNE WILSON.

Dry's successor was one of the so-called
tMerchant Statesmen' who were important figures in Australian
public life in the three decades before Federation (1860-1901).
They were men who, born in the British Isles, particularly from
London, lencashire, North Fast of England, Scotland and Northern
Ireland, came from middle class families and had receiced good
secondary education and a training for a commercial and industrial
career. Energetic, ambitious and conventional, they usually
founded their considerable fortunes upon businesses of their own.
Their energies carried them into church activities, charitable work
and public life. Their organising ability and business drive socon
brought them to the fore, firstly in municipal affairs and afterward
in colonial politics. What they often lacked in the subtle art of
handling all kinds of men, the hall mark of the successful politieci
they made up in their knowledge of finance and ways of business,
Sir Phillip Fysh, of whom smoething later will be said, was anoéher
Tasmanian member of this class. Other prominent in Australian
politics were Sir James Service (Victoria) Sir William McMillan
(New South Wales) and Sir Robert Philp (Queensland).

James Milne Wilson (he was knighted in 1873,
K.C.M.G. in 1878), the son of a shipowner, was born at Bouff, Séot«
land on 29th February, 1812. He wazs a mechanical engineer by

profession and after emigrating to Tasmania he seems to have become

a marine engineer. For 14 years he was employed by the Cascade
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Brewery and rose to the position of Manager. In 1847 Ke
married Miss Deborah Degraves, the daughter of a pioneer of
commercial brewing in Hobart, Peter Degraves. Like most of the
men who came to the front during this periocd very little beyond
recorcde of thelr official actions and newspaper notices survives.
From thé&se sources we know that Wilson entered politicsl life late,
in 1859 at the age of forty-seven, and was a Minister without
office in the Whyte Government; he was the Mayor Hobart who
received and entertained the Duke of Edinburgh (1868). Outside
politics and business he was a keen sportsman, racing his own
horses and keenly supporting the cricketing and the new athletic
movement then in its infancy. As a progressively minded, larée
business man, Wilson was shocked at the economic waste andmggg__
harm to Tasmania caused by the r2#diculous colonial teriff wars then
being raged to satisfy the petiy local interests and narrow
provincial politicians. With the loyal collaboration of the
Opposition Leader, F. M. innes, he persuaded a Colonial Premiers'
conference tc seek Imperial legislation to allow agreements between
the colonies. -Unﬁbrtunately this was not regarded as practicagie
because it was tanou ht that commercial treaties with foreign nations
might be affected.

The Wilson Government foliowed the same path toxa
defeat as others in this period. Treasurer Chapman proposed a .
moderate income tax tc meet the urgent needs for revenue, and
although an election took place, a no confidence motion was passed.

Wilson was a striking locking man, with an alert
face and he was alone amongst nis contewpcraries, clean shaven,
Except for the cut of his coat, his ccliar and stock his photograph
would make him appear a man of the twentieth century. After .

years as President of the Legislative Council, he died at

Hobart on,




It 1s hoped that an adequate bilography of Lyndhurst mﬁn&r

ui'bnn will be written before time blurs the memories of his m:t of
friends, acquaintances and collaborators in his many interests, His
serious Memtc were many indeed, and included Grelmrcing, lodern
Philosophy, Drama, Poetry and Musiec, Mathematics and Statlisties,
Economics, Public Finance, Central Banking, Australian Literature and
Tasmanian Exploration, to whigh he made a contribution, "ho's Who |
stated that his 'pastimes’, 1f he Imew what the word meant, were |
"gardening and woodoutting”. Giblin's biographer will have to follow
wanderings and journeyings in many countries, and into a variety of
contracting enviromments,.

: His boyhood and youth (18’73-1893) were spent in old aclmdtl
Hobart, In his first years of manhood he studied at the University
cm.g., London, and took a good Mathematical Degree at Cambridge. His
immense strength, agility and prowess at sport won h:m a 'Blue?, and a
placs in s Allsinglind Righy témes ~ In vasations e Willdved a1 dver
the British Isles and much of Europe on foot. His wanderings took him
as far as Iceland where he studied the old mecliaﬁ'al sagas, translating
some into English, Sucoumbing to the gold fever - and adventure = he
arrived on the Klondike CGold I'ield after a tramp of five hundred ai}.es
over snowy mountains from the Alaskan Coast, He remained on the dige
gings for three years before his cure was complete, Exchanging the
Arctic Circle for the Equator he took charge of a party of Polynesian
labourers in the Solomon Islands, At thirty he was back in Tasmania
elearing land for an orchard which he retalned to the end of his 1life,

After two unsuccessful attempts to enter the Tasmanian House
of Assembly he was finally elected as a Labor member in 1912, Déslin-
ing Ministerial office in 1914, he ended a promising political career

when two years later he enlisted in the A.I.F. It was sald of him, that
1ike his distinguished father (William Robert Giblin, twice Premier of
Tasmania 1878, and 1879-82) when he was "up" the lobbies were emptied,
The blographer will find Giblin's war service full of incident, Me
returned to Tasmania in 1919 a married man; his wife was Miss E. M,
Burton, a lady of intellectual distinction,
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For ten years Giblin (the lajor as he was always = to his

intense dislike = kmown) was Tasmanian Government Statisticlen, and a
host of other thingse This was one of the most formative and frultful
periods of his 1ife, about which some remarks will be made laters

' In 1929, at the age of fifty-seven, Giblin becamo the first
Ritchie Professor of Economics at the University of Melbourne, Until
his retirement and return to his orchard at the end of the Second World
War, he was immersed in academic work, research, and adviser to govern=
ments at the highest levels, In spite of his umusual eminence his
simplieity and little foibles never left him, The writer will always
remember meeting him in Canberra in 1944 as he came away from an importe
ant meeting. He was clad, as of old, in a thick tweed sult, on his |
head was a badgo;an digger hat; tiia same red ts.e,» the clog=like boots
(wherever he bought them!), the large pipe and thﬁ huge bushman's pack,
probably full of books, were all there,

It was in Tasmania during his middle age (1919-29) that

Giblin exercised a wide influence upon his generaﬁon, a_né this phase
will provide a biographer with deeply interesting, if illusive, material,
The poste-war generation in Hobart was as mentally adrift and unadjusted
as elsewhere throughout the World, The high hopes of brighter new
worlds as preached by the starry-eyed patriots which had taken fathers
and elder brothers to Gallipoli and Flanders did not eventuate, 014
pro=war Hobart, and Tasmania for that matter, seemed by 1921 to be
slipping back into the outlook of the depression years of the eighteen
nineties., The o0ld exclusive social sets (called by another great
Tasmanisn, Andrew Inglis Clark, the "Plutocracy”) still set the fashion
in thinking; deference was paid to them by the University, and religious
and other bodles, This dominent social group had in the half century
~ before 1920 provided leadership of sorts in a new soclety which was fluld
on account of the large immigration from Britain and Furope, and emigrae
tion to the Other Australian States and to New Zaam By 1920 the

""pPeople"” as many of these families called themselves, had become by their
social conservatism a brake on all development which baffled the attempts
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of the progressives of all political parties. And Tasmania was in
desperate need of progressive, imaginative leadership in the post 1919
period, 'Tin effects of Federation, the cost in human resources of the
war, and depressed, uncertain world markets for exports, all combined
to maintain an economic depression. It was into this gloomy atmosphere
that Giblin appeared like a brilliant meteor, |

Giblin was quick to challenge every out-of-date attitude
wherever he found it flourishing. It is impossible within the limits
of this article to even record his battles with prejudice snd stupidity,
Prom many school platforms he spoke to boys and girls about the horrors
of war and the urgency of international co-operations This was during
a period of a resurgence of Jingoism, round about tha days of the Chanak
Crisis, VWhilst rightly opposing illeconceived youth migration schemes
which were being hawked by Imperialists of doubtful antecedents, he
personally encouraged and helped many young men to establish themselves
in rursl ocoupations., He commenced the destruction of the snobbish idea
that only expensive travel to Europe was worthwhile., . He never ceased
to talk about the attractions of the Tasmanian mountains and the unique
character of the islands geology, flora and fauna, To demonstrate his
beliefs, he led many expeditions into the then 'unknown! country west
of Mount Wellington. He was probably the first white man to olimb to
the swmnlt of Mount Anne (1926). Wis simple talks to plain folk about
these feats had a great deal to do with the formation of the now £l
ing walling, mountaineering and skiing olubs, He showed Tasmanian
youth that they had opportunities at hand which did not require the
expenditure of large sums of money or extensive lelsure %o explodt,
His other challenge to the ideas of the socially conservative was his
adoption of shorts (1928) in swmer. He was the only men in Tasmanie
with the moral courage to practiss this dress reform. :

Our political institutions then came under his critical eye.
He felt that Tasmania might be better served by a form of government
which more directly applied the knowledge of experts to leglislation and
administration, This was before the full flowering of the Totalarian

State, and there were lingering beliefs in the inevitability of uman
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progress with the beneficent ald of the export. At the excellent dinmer
held to celebrato the ceontenary of Tasmania's soparation from New South
Wales, Giblin had the Stemerity to suggest that the Statie might well
experiment with s Soviet :icheme of Government] And it was not because
he had winsd too well for Giblin was apparently impervious to the usual
effects of aleohol, No wonder he became ‘a b'y-word for revolutionary
ideas, Even elderly people had forgotten his Soelalist days when he
spoke on platforms with such stalwarts as Joe Lyoms, Jack Earle, Jim Ogder
Walter Woods and Bert Cosgrove, They had also forgotten his flowing
Soclalist beard, :

The same year (1925) he deepencd his guilt as a soclal
revolutionary, Since the ingeption of the scheme of Rhodes Scholarships
candidates had come almost exclusively from private secondary schools
which enjoyed the doubtful patronage of the 'Right People?s lNone of
the scholars came from thils soclal group, but were the sons of prow=
fessional men, farmers, smaller business people, Nevertheless the
idea of a preserve had grown up, and it was considered unthinkable that
a Rhodes Scholar who had received his secondary sducatlion at a State
High School should be elected, Giblin ended this nonsense, As the
most foreeful member of the Selection Committee he was largely responsible
for the first State High School candidate to be elected, There was a
real storm, and efforts were made to rescind the decision., - Giblin and
his friend Professor Dunbabin rode i1t out, giving as good as they gote
From that time on Giblin was a target for abuse by the snobs, and the
opponente of progresas and fair dealing in social affalrs,

Givlints final challenge to complacency, .tgm;ramo and
maddled ideas was given in his farewell address to the Royal Soclety of
Tasmania (1lth February, 19290) entitled "Beotles and Xings". He
surprised his eudience by appearing in an ancient dress sult « with his
clogs, but mimme his red tie, As the organisers expected some '
revelutionary pronouncements were wrapped up in the unusual lecture title,
they decorated the tables of the supper room with red geranimms drawm
mainly from the writer's garden, Giblin left his title a mystery,

His lecture was aimed at kindly but authoritatively debunking the
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current idea that Tasmania possessed vast untapped economic potentalie
tieses This was a very real heresy, and the m&iema was soon Mzns
signs of polite &ugrimnt‘ On he plunged hto his subject and put
up a convincing plea for the expansion of research in Tasmania, then a
much neglected activity. He aliso added his ples for exploration.
"Within thrity miles of Hobart there were mountains that were only now
being Put on the map, mmm:ﬂmmmtﬁaaw 2% s
possible to find mﬁry unmapped and minﬂd. ‘.Bhia did not mtt‘r
very much because these opinions did not hurt anybody's pocket or prejud=
ices, but the real offence was bo follow, k This brought him to the
. question of his title. Stevenson had said "The VWorld is so full of a
number of things, I&mnamgmhaumm Kings", ‘This
was & move jingle, yet it conveyed a truth, "Kings" therefore explained
itself, and his choice of "Beeotles" represented all these things of which
' he had spoken. "I do not believe in the m'mmﬁmztzu of Tasmania,
I believe that Tasmania is a poc;r country and will never be a very rich
commnity compared with the rest of the Worlds I think that that is the
only reasonable view to take of things. I camnot believe that Tasmania
would only have 200,000 people one Imndred and thirty yoars after its
first settlement if it were full of such potentalities. If there were
great hidden resources in Tasmania and we were too lazy to work them,
then someone else would come along and work them for us. For thirty
years past Tasmania has not been able to absorb its natural increase,
and we may infer therefore that it is not a rich country. But I ask
this, does 1t matter? Do we really mind? We give lip service to the
words 'llen shall not live by bread alone', but we deny it with oud talk
of material wealth,s The position neceds study and care, but so long as
Tasmanians work hard and avold extravagance, they will be able to pay
their way honestly, and if we are able to do that, we should be well |
satisfied, Tasmenia will not find eminence in material wealth, Let
us see if we cannot find eminence may be c‘btaj.h&d in knowledge about '

our State."
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 Tnoe storm of protest welled up, starting from the State

Governory Sir James 0%0rady. mr.’mg the next fow days 1t broke the
bounds of decency., Politiclans, mm ugm &nﬁ all vied vﬂ.‘hh
one another in their search for words which exprossed their feelings,
but kept safoly mmm laws ﬁflibel mmm e reached
1ts highest point in a leading mze.u in the Hobart "Mercury" (13th
May, 1929} entitled WQR GIBLIN AﬂD ';cm EI‘A&E, h ﬂﬁ.ﬂh m other
pleasantries it said (he) "leaves his country for nis country's good =
and his own = in no sarcastic sense but literally”,

Oi‘bm*t biogmph‘r will find in this mm mh that 1s
characteristic of his w wm, M tt should not be overlookeds

Giblin 'mnt the last five years of his 1ife on his orchard
near Plttwater {Tasmania) and much of his time there was devoted to
writing and publishing his uuthomtiva history of the Commonwealth Btnka
It is an indiestion of his physical and mental vigour that this work “
Gnts £irst book) was commenced in his 76th year, Until a few days before
his death he was wrestling, as th Mm of an Q‘fﬁﬁ!&l Committee,
with the Jmotty political problem er wcmm deadwlocks in the
Taamanian Parlismente =

Se much was dmbyth;agftadw%thiubiomhﬁwmt
soon get busy or risk losing many valuable things.
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L,F, GIBLIN : AN APPRECIATION

ks

Contributed to the Economic Record for November, 1952,

. This article has been rrepared under the
guidance of Sir Douglas Copland with the help of a number of
the late Professor Giblin's old students snd associates,
especially Dr. Roland Wilson and Messrs. J.M. Garland,

F.H., Wheeler, H,P. Brown and K.M. Archer, A volume of essays
in memory of Professor Giblin is now under preparaticn anc
will be published by the Economic Society and edited by Sir
Douglas Copland. .

L.F. Giblin returned from World War I in the
middle of 1919 to take up the office of Government Statistician
in Tasmania, He wss then 46 years of age snd had already
lived & life of adventure, scholarship, pelitiecs and war that
would have made him one of the distinguished men of his
generation, He commenced a fresh career in 1919 first as
Statisticisn, and afterwards as Research Economist, Adviser
to Governments, member of the Commonweslth Bank Board, authoer
of occasional papers and essays and cf the classic history
of the Commonweslth Bank, and above all =s patient and wise
counsellor to students and the young generation of economisSts
end statisticians that wes coming up in the pioneer days cf
economic study in the ftwenties and thirties. @iblin's .
influence was pervasive, No man wes more generous with his
time and nls messive intellect: noneg mors sympathetic in
drawing out the best in the young. He wrote mueh in notes
snd memorenda and in constructive criticism, but published
little. He was fearless in exposing error and debunking the
pretentious, and indefstigable in the pursuit of truth fer
its own sske, e could be the most persussive of men ir &
good csuse, end was never failing in encouraging those 1
highly responsible office who sought his guidance on &
difficult task, These gualitiecs endesred him to & wids
range of people and spresd his influence in unexpected places.
He sought no rewards and sccepted no honours other than those
that came to him for gallantry on the field of battle.

This is not the place to dwell upon his wide
range of activities, but it is in this background that we
record here an appreciation of his work in the study of the
Australian economy snd its relstion to political peolicy ana
administrative action. In these fields he wgs the master oF
his generation; rarely, if ever, has the economy of a counvry
been subjected to such penetrating scrutiny as was the
Australian economy in the years from 1927 to 1939. In all
this work Giblin played a leading role and with his colleagues
he devised a technique of analysis that amounted to a distinc=-
tive contribution to economic literature. The establishment
of The Economic Record in November 1925 provided a suitable
channel for publication and controversy and the journal was

quick to gain an accepted position in periodicals on gconomics.,

/The problems to




The problems to which Giblin contributed
covered practically all the central problems of the Australian
economy in the period of his actual work, They included
some original work on State and Federal finsncial relations
and on the concept and messurement of taxable capacity, the
development of cofficial ststistics in Tssmanis and in the
Commonweslth, the Tirst stetement of the multiplier in sconomic
analysis, the messurement of the costs of the tariff and their
distribution and the Important distinction between sheltered
and unsheltered production, the spreading of the losses of
depression and the differsnce betwsen the real and monetary
losses, the device of specisl accounts of the trading benks
with the Commonwselth Bank =2s & means of checking inflation
in the wer economy, snd the general organlsation of & war
ECOTIOmy . In 211 of these matters @iblin played & leading
pert, more often than not the lesding pasrt, cither a5 an
individusl worker exploring new paths in statistics and
sconomic enelysis, or &s a member or chairman of groups set
up to devise s solution of a particular problcme.

Giblin g8 Statistician

Returning from distinguished service in World
War I, Giblin was appointecd Government Statisticisn of Tasmania
on 1st December, 1919, Neerly thirty yeers later, in a noie
on the necessity for proper interpretetion of statistics in
the press and through other media, and the statistician's
responsibility in the matter, Giblin wrote -

"The Statistician's prime business is to provide the
material necessary for the meking and carrying out of
Government policy. Complementary to this is the job
of providing the public with enough information to
enable it to meke some judgment on matters submitted
to the electorate,"

This epitomises Giblin's work as a gtatistician
He threw light in darkened places and in so doing collected,
collated and presented facts in such a way that those who
wished could draw correct conclusions, whilst he himself was
never averse to interpreting objectively these same facts 1n
his own lucid way for Cabinet guidance, for business executives
or to inform the mind of plain John Smithe.

When Giblin assumed office in Tosmania the
function of Regilstrar-General was divorced from that of
Statistician, and he had a staff of three off'icers. When he
resigned on 28th February, 1929, to beccome the first Ritchie
Profecssor of Economics at the University of Melbourne, the
establishment had grown to a strength of twelve offiicers,
During those nine years he had built up the reputation of the
office considersbly, and had revitalised and expanded almost
every statistical collection undertaken.

He instituted the first collection of Inter-
state Trode Statistics in Tosmanis end in so doing appointed
and paid for the services of an additional clerk for & period
of nine months because the Public Service Commissioner.would
not approve the additional establishment. The establishment
of such a statistical tabulation would be far from easy today,
but thirty years agu it was a mammoth task.

Primary production (and fruit growing 1n
perticulsr) wss slways desr to Giblin's hesrt and 1t must
heve given him much personal satisfaction to initiate annual
forecasts of yields of the principal Tasmanian Crops anq of
apples and pears. Sampling techniques were not extensively

/practised in
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practised in Australla in those days; yet year after year
from a collection of the forecasted yields of a small number
of representatlve growers (approximately 500 farmers and 300
orcherdists) forecasts of the total area under crop and
gstimated production were prepared and published. Final
totals tabulated months later rarely differed by more than

2 per cent from the forecasts and, looking back on this in
the light of modern techniques, I feel convinced that the
final vetting and corrections for bias by "the Major" (as

he was affectionately known to the staff, against his own
inclination) must have had more than a little to do with
these remarkable results, It should be pointed out that in
this period the only mechanical aid in the office was &
Fuller's Slide Rule on which each succeeding junior had to
serve six months' apprenticeship before being given the right
to practise solo.

With defective filing systems it is not always
possible, after thirty years, to credit one person with an
original idea, but 1t may be confidently stated that Giblin
was one of the main protagonists, if not the originator, of
the idea of a unified statistical system for Australia. He
took a leading part in the Conference of Statisticians called
to discuss proposals for this purpose in October 1923, and in
1924 initiated the spproach by the State which led to the
transfer agrecement between the Commonwecalth and Tasmania.
Tasmania thus became the first and, to date, the only State
to link its statistical functions with those of the Common-
wealth,

From April 1931 to December 1932 Giblin acted
as Commonwealth Statistician during the illness of C.H. Wickense.
In this period he was responsible for completing the plans for
the 1933 Census which had been deferred from 1931 because of
the depressions In 1931 he revised the formula for deriving
the rate of Income Tax to a much simpler form, and this was
the first major revision in the formula since 1915, However,
his greatest achievement in this short interlude was in per-
suading the government of the day that the Bureau should add
a nucleus of trained economists to its staff, competent to
advise the Treasury on economic polioy. The first economist
appointed under this arrangement later beccame Comunonwealtn
Statistician and 1s the present Secretary to the Treasury.

He had already in Tasmania recruited a staff of able young
matriculants whom he encouragel to study mathematics and
gconomics, "Giblin's Boys" now occupy many senior

posts in Australian statistical services,

Federal Finance snd Taxable Capacity

The first formal expression of Giblin's
approach tc the problems of finance in a federation is con-
tained in his presidential address to Section G of the A.A.A.S.
in 1926, He had previously worksd on the prcblem in considering
the disabilities of Tssmanis under Federastion, He introduced
his psper with the gquotation "The necessities of a nation,
in every stage of its existence, will be found at lcast equal
to its resources". This would scem to have been the back-
ground of his thinking during the years in which he was
intimately associated with the development of a system of
financlal adjustments within the Australian federation. The
idcas which he developed es an advocate for Tasmania, he was
later to have the opportunity of putting into effect as a
member of the Commonweslth Grants Commission.

Tasmania had
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grants, determined on various grounds by various ¢ e
By 1924 Giblin csme to the conclusion that Tasmania's difficul=-
ties lay in a lower level of material resources and average
income than in the other States, and he developed the indeXx
of relative taxable capacity as a measure of that inferiority.

L]

In considering a proper basis for grants, nis
emphasis was entirely on relative government needs. Meanwhile
a number of concepts hed to be cleared away. First wss the
view that per capita should be a sufficient principle in =
federation,  Giblin disposed of this in his 1926 address
largely by peinting out that the needs of the Ccommonwealth
Government itself were met by the people of each Stale nG? on
8 per capita basis but according to taxable capacity, while
the 25/- per head grant was being returned on a populationl
basis, Thig, as he secid, mede "an adjusting fsotor of the
grecatest nicety".

The Commonwealth, and indeed the States,
were slow to accept sny needs baesis for spscial grants ana
adhcred to the view that payments should only be made o
disebilities actually suffered by the States as a direct result
of federation and Commonwealth policy. Giblin's attack on

this position followed three lines, Firet was the imposs-
ibility of messuring dissbilifies. He applied the studies

of the cost of the tariff to Tasmania to show that, among
other things, the effect on population growth was strictly
relevant and that this could neither be measured in money
terms nor offset by special grants. Secondly, he argued that
it was impossible to separate disabilities arising from
federation from natural disasbilities and that both were equally
relevant in assessing the needs of the States in the govern-
mental sphere,. Thirdly he showed that an allocation of
Commonwealth receipts and expenditure between the States could
not be taken as & partial measure of net benefits or Adis—-
sbilities since the standards of the federation as a whole
were necessarily higher than those appropriate to the weaker
members,

The principles of the Commonwealth GrgntS
Commission, as finally adopted in its Third Report (1936) are
to be found almost fully fledged in Giblin's appendix tc The
Case for Tasmania, 1930 . "No question of remedying dZs=
8bilitics ... Only Tor supplying the urgent necessities oI the
Stnte Treasury ... ascertsined from sn exeminotion of the
TroasuPy pOS1Tion, iny State requiring help shoulC ... bé
taxing with considerebly greater severily e.. not attempt;ng
socicsl provision on & more genercus scale ... cost of adm-n-=
istretion below average ... moderation and caution in loan
expenditure, Finally he recommended the appointment of a
part-time board of three with a permenent secretary - "&
business man, an economist, and a man conversant with public

o

finence and sStatistics."! Three years later, when suecl 2
commission was finslly appointed (with Giblin &5 & menner) s
its composition was almost exactly as he had recommended and
he soon persuaded it to accept his basic approach as, in due
course, did the Commonwcalth and the States, thougn nct
without some regretful backward glances at 'disabilities'.

The main technical intercst in @Giblin's
work in federal financisl relations lics in his concepts of
taxable capacity and severity of taxation.

/His index of
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His index of taxable capacity was the first atfempt
in Australia to measure relative income per head between the STATSS.
Starting from Commonwealth income tax collections per head, Giblin
deduced that tax varied roughly with the sguare ol income. Hence
by taking the square root of the index of capacity and combining
it with an index of nominal wages to represent lower incomes, he
obtzined = workable and simple index of income per head.

His measurement of severity of taxation sprang from
the realization that an index of capacity divided into an index of
actual collections provided an indirect measure preferable to
that which would be obtained by the direct measure of applying
ardinary index number techniques to the actual raies imposed by
each type of existing tax. He adopted this method not only on
practical grounds but also on the principle that the real burden
of taxstion could only be measured by comparing what was actually
paid with ability toc pPaye His elaboration of the measurement of
severity of taxation showed an outstanding facility in index
number technique and his contribution in this field has not yet
been fully recognised.

The Multiplier

In 1928 the Development and Migration Commission,
charged with the responsibility of making recommendations for the
expenditure of £34m, over ten years under the 1923 Migration
Agreement with the United Kingdom, was facing the problem of a new
railway thet the Viectorisn Government wished t0 build in erder to
open some new wheat lands in the Mallee — the Nowingli railways.
Copland was advising the Commission on this project. It was clear
that the traffic on the railway would not be sufficient to meet

debt charges, but it was not eclear thav the building of the railway
would be an uneconocmic proposition for the economy &8 4 wholes THe
addition of say £1m. in exports of wheat to the national income
would result in other and indirect additions to the national incomee
The new whest farmers would spend their incomes in & certain
proportion on local and imported goods and on such tertisry services
as education, heslth services and trensport, so that the total
national income would be grester than the originsl addition of' the
income Trom wheat. Since it was important to absorb migrsnts

under the arrangement with the United Kingdom, it would not De wise
to reject the proposal to construct the railway merely beczuse it
was not likely that the inward and cutward tpaffic on account of
wheat would not provide sufficient income to service the debi.

The indirect additions to spending might provide sufficient income
to enable population to be sbsorbed at a reagonable standard of
living and also to subsidise the rallway. That would be partly

a metter of public policy, and partly a matter of how greav waould

be the total addition to national income. Copland was aware CI
these considerations, but was unable to state the problem precisely
in terms of the effect on national income as & wholee He tooz this
problem to Giblin who produced the first formula of the multipiiers

This statement of the multiplier was 1o be e
important in considering the loss of incoms in the circum=van
of Australia in 1930, end the principle of the multiplier was
for these conditions by Giblin in his Inaugural Lecturs o
University of Melbourne on April 30th 1930, But it had
by him in 1928 in the opposite conditions postulated in thc case of
the Nowingl railwaye. In that case Giblin found that the sVersge
expenditure of income was one-third on imperted and exportable goods
snd two-thirde on non-cxportcble goods and services. ¢ that on
the fiprst impsct an addition of £900 to income would create &

demand for another £600 of goods and services. This in tu

be distributed in the same proportion, so that it would result in
another £400 sddition to demand for goods and services, and SO Ol
The result was = finite series yielding & multiplier oL Ga Fiblin

did not apply his analysis to investment and his multiplier was &
/partial expression
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partial expression of the final statement of the concepthe But he
may cleim to have been among the first in the field on this
important aspect of economic analysis, and his work was to have
significant influence on the thinking of Australian economists for
the next decade. It was in part responsible for the peculiar
contribution of the Australian economists to the problems of the
depression in which he himself played a leading role.

The Tariff and Unsheltered Production

But before considering this, another field of
economic analysis must be reviewed. In the late twenties there
was much criticism of the impact of the tariff on primary industry,
and the extension of the tariff to some of the primary industries
themselves, The Prime Minister of the day referred this problem
to a Committee of five, Wickens, Giblin, Dyason, Copland and

Brigde;. There had been some discussion in the pages of the
Economic Record, notably an article by Brigden in the first issus
and & subsequent controversy bstween him and Benhanl. Brigden

had produced the thesis that it was sconomical o support by a
tapiff industries subject to increasing returns, but unesconomical
to extend the tariff to industries subject to decreasing returns.
The Committee exsmined and on the whole endorsed this thesis, but
only after a great deal of discussion and careful analysis,
including some highly ingenious statistical measurement. It was
in this last mentioned field that Giblin made a distinctive
contribution not only to the work of the Committee, but also to the
understanding of the Australian economye The question was one of
measuring the costs of the tariff, tracing their distribution
throughout the economy and assessing their total gffects on
§gt;onal income, the volume of employment and the standard of
iving.

This was a problem dear to Giblin's heart, and he
has given his own account of it in the Joseph Risher Lecture
delivered in the University of Adelaide in 1936. It was in this
work that he developed the distinction between sheltered and
unsheltered production, a distinction that was to colour economic
thinking in Australia till World War I1I, and greatly to influence
official policy. It has gone out of fashion now, but it may be
doubted whether economic analysis is any the better for ignoring
it, It was not merely a guestion of stating the problem in
theoretical terms, and no one was more lucid at that than Gibline
The relative proportions of sheltered and unsheltered production
had to be estimated, so had the costs of the tariff, and the
distribution of these costs to be traced in their effects on the
two categories of productione This was statistical work of the
highest quality and it may well be regarded as the most
comprehensive investigation of its kind ever undertaken in
Australia. The original mind in this was Giblin, though he was
greatly assisted by his colleagues, especially Wickens and Dyason
in their respective spheres. Unsheltered production was unable
to pass on costs because it was either export production or
production competing with imports; in both ceses the limiting
factor in price was the world market. Sheltered production
(including protected production to the limit of the tariff) could
eventuslly raise prices in a buoyant market, snd that was true
of the conditions of the twenties; so that inefficient production
operating behind a2 tariff barrier imposed costs on and impeded the
development of unsheltered production, mainly export production.
But this production had its own limits ToO gxpansion on the margin
of cultivation as costis rosce Inside thet margin the higher costs
due to protection fell on lend values (Brigden's argument), and if
it was desired to expand population some degree of protection was
justifiables

/The net effect was




Te

The net effect was to have a larger population
under the tariff though at a lower standard of living per head than
the smaller prpulation permissivle under free trade. The snalysis
of the costs and their distribution, however, showed that there were
limits to the level of tariff that wes econcmical, given ihe
objective of promoting the maximum population growth.  Giblin
made a distinctive contribution to this problem and his analysis
embodied in the Report of the Committee, published as The Australian
Tariff : an Reconomic Enquiry was to have a decisgive influence O
Tarir? policy until 1936 when the now forgotten trade diversion
policy was introduced to protect British trade from the inroads
of Japanese and American competition in the Australian market.
Giblin was to say of the trade diversion policy in his Adelaide
lecture: "One can only hope that its operation will be carried
out with quietly diminishing vigour until in a year or two it will
pass into deserved oblivion. Failing that, one can only be
reminded of the old Euripidean tag, more familiar in its Latin form:

Quem Jupiter vult perdere, dementat prius'e

John Smith and the Depression

: This work on the multiplier and on the distribution
of costs throughout the economy was to have important effects on
the discussions and writings of the Australian economists in the
difficult days that were ushered in by the £311 in wool prices
in August, 1929. The first expression of this came from Brigden
who made & pronouncement after the opening of the =sales that !
netionsl income would fall by £60m. Thet was the immediate and
direct effect of the lower price for wool. But this was soon to
be added to by the cessation of overssas borrowing, and by the
repsrcussions of these direct reductions in income on the economy
as a whole, the multiplier in reverse. Giblin had one streak of
orthodoxy. He had to be converted to Copland's argunent concerning
the virtues of a depreciation of the currency as OIE of the wWeapons
to be used In meeting this holocsust, Apart rrom that he was again
in the van, reminiscent of the days when as an English international
rughy player he pionesred the open forward game. This time hs
came into the mapket place, as it were; and in a serles of letters
to John Smith,published in the Melbourne Herald in July, 1973, he
explained in words of one syllable what the crisis was gbouds
There has been no writing on economics in Australia before cr since
guite like the Letters fo John Smith. Ipn them Giblin sought tc.
persuade people that the adjustments pequired to meet the conditions
of depression made some reduction in wages inevitable, whether by
the existence of unemployment, or by an all round reduction 1N
money wages, The Letters contained a gentle discourse ON national
income, the place of profits and saving in the economy, the
importance of costs and productivity, and the now familiar argumens
concerning the distribution of costs throughout the eccnomy and
their impact on the unsheltered industricse.

For the next twelve months in a rapidly deteriorating
economic situation & group of economists was busy trying to persuaas
governments and people that it was important to recognise the losE
of income, to differentiate between the real and money loss, and 50
sdopt measures by which the loss eould Dbe spread equitably throughout
the economy and among the several groups of workers and producserSs
Here again Giblin's influence in thinking out the approach Waf
predominant, and he was a member of the Committee of Economiss and
Under-Trcasurers that advised the Lean Council in May-dJune, ;§31{7
and formulated the Premiers' Plan. The story is told in Copland s
Avstralia end the World Crisis, snd it is 10 ciblin's credit thaw
When the adjustments hed been carried through in August, 1931, ]
@iblin with Dyason was pressing for repid credit expansion and publiec
works to relieve unemployment at a tims when many of his colleagues
were either inarticulate, or opposed to an expansionist policys

/The Financial and
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The Financial and Economic Committee during the War

Barly in 1939, Giblin, by then sixty-six years of
age, opened the last phase of the career he commenced in 1919.
Although largely lost in the anonymity of official files and.
known only to thoss who had the privilege of direct amssociation
with him, his work in this phase may well be gccounted one of his
greatest services to the community.

Faced with the growing inevitability of war, and
the prospect of a host of difficult and largely unpredictable
economic and financial problems, the Prime Minister establiahed_
informally the Adviscry Committec on Financial and Economic Policy
and czlled upon Giblin to act as Chairman. Thus, even befare_the
cutbresk of hostilities, Giblin was right in the vortex of policy
making and giving wise and ever-ready counsels He was the obvious
choices His intellectual stature, his maturity of judgment, his
richness of experience, his unrivalled breadth of vision and his
profound knowledge of the Australian economy made him unigquely
fitted for the role of senior adonomic adviser to the Government.

nd
t

At that time, it was assumed that Japan would be in
the impending war from the beginning and Giblin and his Committee
devoted considerable attention to the possible conseguences Of
an almost complete stoppage of seaborne trades On the actual
outbreak of war in September, 1939, the Committee was
reconstituted on a more formal basis and Giblin took up residsnce
in Canberra, Its members comprised Brigden, Copland, Melv}lle
end Wilson, At later stages, Coombs, Mills and Sir Harry browil
joined it and seversl others were, as necessary, co-opted to serve
on ite The demands on the services of the Committee multiplle@
rapidly and, operating undsr the control of the Treasurer, Giblin
and his fellow members were soon examining prcoblems relating to
every aspect of a wartime economy - from the balance of payments
to incentives to saving, and from the conservation of manpower to
cash order activities.

The Committee on Sea-borne Trade and import licensing
sprang from its first labours. Plans for the Department of
Labour and National Service, for control of building, and Wartime
Economic Organisation of Industry soon followed, reflecting the
accent which Giblin, in particular, placed on the basic "resources'
problems of an economy organising for war.

With the complementary financial problems the
influence of Giblin and his Committee is less readily discernible,
but no less real. There was hardly a major financial measure of
the time to which hé did not contribute in some measurece For
example, his early efforts on the compulsory loan proposal were
an attempt to find the sclution to the problems that Uniform Tax
was later designed to meet. Tn the field of monetary policy
also he was anticipating major problems of the future and working
out solutions for them; as early as 1940, for instance, one of
his memoranda to the Committee gives a foretaste of the Special
Accounts system which was later to emerge. Giblin was the
architect later of the arrangement made in 1941 whereby the _
trading banks were required to maintain special deposits with the
Commonwealth Bank and control was established over policy on
advances and profits in order to check the war-time inflaticnary
trends, At first the banks entered into an agreement with the
Government to carry out the new policy but later regulations |
embodying these provisions were gazetted in 1941 after the Curtin
Government took office. In 1945 they became the central feature
of the Banking Act,

/In 1947, when



In 1947, when he was leaving Canberra for his
orchard in Tasmania, Giblin summed up the work of the Committee
in the following words which are revealing of the general nature
of the contribution he continuously made:-

"The Committee understood that its job was to
look ahead for the difficulties and dangers that were
likely to beset our economy &8 resourcss WErGS increasingly
diverted to war purposes and, 288 & conseguence or that
diversion, to suggest precautions and remedies so far as
possible, and in particular to do what was possible to
prevent the losses and frustrations which were likely to
occur when diverse new war-time activities were carried
out in watertight compartments®.

nof

-k

ell frequently. The general princ T a war economy had been
established and it was becoming increasingly difficult to assemble
the members because of their inereassing administrative responsibilities
many of which had been first mooted in the Committee's discussions.
Giblin, however, remained frece of extraneous responsibilities, a@d,
if that wsre possible, increased his efforis to provide & synoptic
view on all problems of moments At is later stage his attention
was turning more and more to the 1ss8ues of post-war reconstruction
both at home and ovVerscoSs aueh topics as sterling balances,

ticle VII (and all that it implied), employment policles and land
values featured increasingly in his personal discussions and in the
constant flow of memoranda of analysis and comment which came from
him,

By 1943% the Committee coassd to mest At

The examples of the problems on which Giblin worked
during the war period and immediately after give no more than &
small indication of his contributionse The enormous scope and
wide variety of sconomic activity by governments in war-timne,
together with the inevitably diffuse nature of govermmental WO?k
meke it impossible to isolate and record the full measure of his
personal achievemente. Apart from this, it was characteristic of
Giblin that such a large part of what he dld was by way of informel
and kindly comment, persuasion and encouragement

Giblin and The Bank

Giblin joined the Commonwealth Bank Board in October,
1935, and remained a member during the following seven yearss
These were crowded yecars for the policy-makers of the Bank, ol
particularly towards the end of the period, when special problems
of banking policy had to be faccd in organising the ecconomy to
meet the threat of war, and Giblin played an active part in helping
to make the policies.

Giblin's =spproach to banking, 88 to most &can;mic
questions, was essentially one of common sense, mediating between
a broad understanding of national objectives - "the highest common
factor of the policies of altcrnative governments' was one of his
phrases, - and a hard sense of realities and quantities. He was
2 conservative in the sense that he subscribed to our basic
nationsl traditions, - in spite of his individual qualitics, I
Giblin shared most Australian opinions and prejudices, — bub radical
in the sense that he was quite willing to examine accepted
traditions and always reluctant -to ignore anything novel oOr
unorthodoxe On the Bank Board his views were progressive and
influential, combined a ripe wisdom with a critical judgmegt,'and
were expressed with a logieal persistance (which was ons of his
stpongest qualitics) and with o characteristic deliberagion (for
which his pipe was a useful instrument) e The views he hgld-can
be inferred from the svidence he gave to the Banking COmmMisSSicn,
and the history he wrote of the Bank describing its development
from 1924=-1945.

/In the evidence
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. In the evidence which Giblin gave to the Banking
Commission (Minutes of Evidence, Vole2, page 1341), there are
some reveeling commentses In Australia, he thinks, high real
income, moderately even distribution of it, and an increasing
population would be accepted by nearly everyone as the material
objective of national policye. He holds that monetary policy is
too technical for popular discussione He believes in the positive
value to our economy of a stable exchange rates He mentions some
considerations which would influence him in deciding the extent to
which the Australian currency should be depreciated if export
pricee fell sericuslye In the event of real disaster, it would be
idle to ettempt toc meintain the old prosperity for the commnunity
as a whole by any depreciation of the currencyes Depreciation
spreads the loss, but it would be unwise to carry the exchange
movement so far as to preserve intact the real income of the export
industriess In the event of a tremendous rise in world prices
everywhere, he would seec no cbjection to appreciating the exchange;
in fact, he would say that is onec cof the occasions when we ought
to move our exchange rate, even past sterling.

MThe Growth of a Central Bank!" was a formidable task
for 2 man of 75 joars of @pcs By itself, & detailed survey of
the history of the Bank would have been aifficult encughe Much
of the information was scattered and inccmplete; the reasons ROy
many decisions and actions had become obscure with the passage
of time; and to smelt down the great mass of detail into a running
narrative called for judgment and patience of the highest orders
But Giblin's story is much inore than a mere record of events within
the walls of the Commonwealth Banie He gave the story life and
colour by setting it against an econcmic and social background, and
by sketching in - sometimes with an oblique line or an abbreviated
twist -~ the important people and political issues of the time.
His book is a valuable contribution to general historical and .
economic research in Australia, as well as an outstanding Central
Bank history; it ranks him with Clapham who, incidentally, was &
fellow Kingsmsn with & deep admiration for Giblin. Like .Clapham
too, Giblin does not try to keep his history to the larger issues,
although there is one general conclusion which should be quotede
In his epilogue Giblin referred to the problems of modern government
which have become too complicated for any but the most genera
supervision by Parlisment and Ministcrs, and commented:-

"One escape is to throw decision more and more into the
hande of the permenent public servant; and in spite of
the popular clamour against 'purgaucraecy ', this
devolution is often necessary and wisec. The other
gscape is through the sctting up of Boards and
Commissions, which are given a task in broad terms
and left free to carry it out and be judged by the
resultse Much experiment in this procedure is
required before its usefulness can be properly Jjudgede
The Bank Board was an interesting experiment of this
kind which was stopped before its final achievement
could be properly appraised."

But Giblin ususlly rether distrusted general
conclusions, and slways preferred to walk over the ground he had to
COVEre No path with even a hint of intercst was too narrow to
follow, no effort was too prolonged in digging for figurecse He
wee always unwilling to accept records at their face value, and
wheeever possible endeavoured to verify end seck out other points
of viewse Not sll of this appeared in the book, It was used to
build & solid foundation of ascertained facts, and gave substance
to his judgments and a sense of close participation in &€vVentsSe

/But what chiefly




’_ =
| | 1.

But what chiefly distinguished the book 1s the convietion %t carrisd
both of Giblin's wisdom end sympathy asnd of his high technical
ghilitics. He wrote a terse workman-like prose, with an

individusl flaveour, unadorned except for a few dry phrases, and
spared no peins to reach simplicity and clarity. What he wrote

is a good book and like all good books is a mirror of the mind

f of the man who wrote ite

Vale

This article is @ composite sffort, and bubt the
bare bones of the contributions of this remarkaeble man to the
study of the Australian economy and to the formulation of eccnomic
policy over a period of more than thirty yearse The indiwvidual
contributions are published largely as they were Writien. The
discerning resder may be able to distinguish them, but Wwhat gtands
out ss eommon to them all is the recognition of Giblin's quality
of mind, his generous devotion to the task at hand and his
unasawning leadership zmong old and young alikes It was not only
the economists as such who acknowledged his pre-eminences Ministers,
politicians, heads of departments (surely = sign of virtue), leaders
in industry end agriculture, trade unionists, all reepected his
Jjugment and treasure his memoryas He would not be regarded as a
highly qualified economist in a purely technical sense. Yet anyone
who now reads his picture of the post-war labour situation in
Australia as presented in one of his rare articles, "Reconstruction:
A Pisgsh View" (The Australian Quarterly, September 1943) may
ponder whether a1l tne technical profielency in economic theory
can ever replace sound judgment, wide experience and inherent
wisdom &s the qualitiss that meke for good counsel in matiers
econcmic. It was these qualities that gave Gibdlin his place in
Austrelian economics and made his name a legend. X

Mens cuiusaue is =3t qusgu .




Some Papers and Publications by Lela Giblin

The Taxable Capacity of the Australian States, Government Printer,
Hobart, 1924,

"Federation and Finance - an Examination of the Financia}
Relations of States to a Federal Commonwealth'", Economic
Record, VoleII, No.3, November, 1926.

Appendix to The Case for Tasmania, 1930, Government Printer,
Hobart,

"Taxable Capacity", Economic Record, Vole IX, Noel7, December,

1933

Australia, 1930: Inaugural Lecture at the University of
Melbourne, Melbourne University Press, 1930,

Letters to John Smith, Melbourne Herald, 1930

Some Economic Effects of the Australian Tariff: The Joseph Fisher

Tecture in the University of Adelaide, 1936.

The Australian Tariff : An Economic Inguiry (with others),

Melbourne University Press, 1929.

"Some Costs of Marketing Control", Economic Record, Supplement,
February, 1928

"Faprm Production and the Depression", Economic Record, Supplement,
Merch, 1935. i

"Marketing and the Constitution" (with KeH. Bailey), Economic
Record, December, 1936.

"pustralia's National Income - Grumbles and Queries", BEconomic
Record, June, 1939.

The Growth of a Central Bank, Melbourne University Press, 1951.

‘In addition there are many notes and reviews in the
Economic Recorde
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THE *INS' AND THE °*OUTS'
1863-1879.

The sixteen years which followed the resignation

of Chapman is a bewildering one for the student and reader of
Tasmanian political history. There were eight ministries, only
three lasting for more than two years. Whilst this period awaits
the attention of historical research, the views of the historian
Fenton who was a contemporary witness can be quoted,as it proé?des
a rational explanation. Writing in the next decade in his History
of Tasmania, he comments (page 336) on the situation in 1876, as
follows:-

"There was indeed very little difference in the policy of

the two contending parties. Both felt the need for

resuscitating the revenue by a property, or income tax,

which would provide for the interest upon the outlay on

railways and public works, whereby property was largely-—- .=

enhanced in value, but when these measures were ﬁtroduced

by ministerial policy, the opposition found some matter of

detail whereon to found an adverse vote."

That there were no parties bearing names,can be

seen from a reference to the situation in a leading article in
the ably written Hobart Radical newspaper *'Tribune' on 29th
September,. 1879 - "The electors must be invited to settle the
controVers& between the 'Ins and Outs'". From the point of view
of the biographer those few men of the period of whom sufficient
informaiion has survived appear to have been associated on personal,
family, property of business associations. Parliamentary group-—
ings appear more like those in municipal affairs to-day than in the
House of Assembly. If the period is barren for the political
and parliamentary historian, it is one which was rich in personali-
ties. Unfortunately, we know too little of these men owing to
the absence of letters, diaries, memoirs or books about the period.

What is recorded here has been gleaned from a variety of sources

including reminiscences of contemporary observers now passed away.
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JAMES WHYTE.

Chapman's successor in the Premiership was not his
principal adversary Meredith, but James Whyte who had been one of
Gregson's sibiﬁ-lived Cabinet. Except for a high sense éf:pubiic
duty, Chapman and Whyte had little in common. Instead of a *‘John
Bull type of Englishman® and a typical city merchant, Whyte had
all the gualities of a Scottish laird. Forty two years of age
Whyte was a tall, handsome man who had the ingratiating manner
which was remambered by young people all their lives. nggggé a
large black beard which was favoured by young men who held ‘liberal’
or advanced ideas. Born in 1820 near Greenlaw, Scotland, his
parents brought him to Tasmania when he was twelve years of age.
His father's people were farmers and his mother was a cousin of
Thomas Pringle, the poet and Secretary of the Anti-Slavery Society.
A natural farmer, Whyte was successful with his father's properties
and at the age of 18 took sheep and cattle to the newly settled
western district of Victoria. His knowledge of husbandry, caﬁéble
management and good seasons all favoured him and he became a part-
ner in Clunes, one of the great sheep stations of early Victoria.
The discovefy of rich gold on the property which led to the
development of the famous Port Phillip Mine, made him a very
wealthy man. A friend of William Pritchett Weston, Whyte returned
to Tasmania to assist in the Anti~-Transportation Movement. Hé
personally financed the League's newspaper 'Daily News' and spared
neither effort nor money in furthering the cause. His strong
humanitarian feelings were fully aroused by the social results of
the system. Remaining in Tasmania, he was elected to the
Legislative Council for Pembroke. From then onwards he devoted
himself to public life. Whyte was wholly in sympathy with Gregson,
a fact which the detractors of that great man found most difficult
to understand. It is quite in keeping with Whytds outlook and

temperament; he was essentially a public man possessing a stromg

reformist urge rather than an ambitious politician or careerist.
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Whyte, with his friend Charles Meredith as Treasurer,

was to remain Premier for nearly four years. As will be seen

Meredith was no more successful than Chapman with his financial

measures. However, it was a valuable combination. Both men were

countrymen who had done their share of hard pioneering and so they
understood the needs of the settlers, which were too often over-
looked by the large sheep men, the city merchants and the profes—
sional men. They started the good practice of ministerial tours
to the fringes of settlement and investigations into the needs of
the settlIers on the spot, in their huts and camps. They visited
all the back country in the north and east, King Island, Flinders
Island and entered the ‘unkmown' country on the West Coast.

Within the narrow financial limits imposed on him,
Whyte managed to get public works extended to the outer seftlements
in the form of roads and bridges and jetties. He was responsible
for organising and despatching Charles Gould‘'s and other smaller
exploring parties to the west and south-west, the terra incognita.
Important results came from this policy because it resulted in
opening up the way for prospectors for the next thirty years.
Nobody since Sir John Franklin had done so much for explo;ation
and developméht.

After Whyte's government was defeated he remained
a member of the Legislative Council and it was then he carried
out his most difficult and important service to Tasmanis. The
pvastoral industry, the Colony's mainstay with the decline of the
whaling industry, was threatened with extermination by the ravages
of scab. Realising it was a special problem and above the petty

personal politics of the day, Whyte became a sole crusader for

legislation tc make its eradication effective. He gradually wore
down the usual opposition which all reforms meet, and persuaded
parliament to pass the necessary Acts (1869) and set up an authority
to carry out what was an unpleasant duty. So great was VWhyte's

,sense of public duty that he resigned his safe seat in the Legis-—

the
lative Council, sacrificed Ekzx/comfort of an attractive home
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(New Town Park) and became the Chief Inspector for Scab eradiii%ion
With great energy and the use of much tact and diplomacy with the
bewildered, often suspicious sheep breeders, he -succeeded in com-
pletely freeing the flocks from the disease. It was one of the
notable, but fzétle publicised, achievements in Tasmanian economic
history. 1In 1881, a year before his death, Whyte was able to
report that his work was completed; his name is perpetuated by a
large river on the West Coast which traverses the rugged areas he

was instrumental in opening up to mineral and timber prospectorse.

CHARLES  MEREDITH.

Charles Meredith was Whyte's friend, Treasurer,

Leader in the House of Assembly (1863-66) and political guide and

———

philosopher. A rugged, weather beaten man with long white hair,

white beard which gave him the appearance of a Hebrew patriarch.
The son of George Meredith, one of the earliest Welsh farmers to
settle in Tasmania, he was born at Poyston Lodge, Pembroke, in the
principailty-of in 1811 and brought by his parents;to
the Colony at the ecrly age of lo years. He grew up on the fémily i
property on cthe East ccast. His boyhood was one of hard work,

clearing, ifishing and controlling ticket of leave men and farm

labourers when only in his 'teens. Twice he had to assist in
fighting off bushrangers and maé%uding blacks. In the absencé of
roads he had often to navigate open sailing boats to Hobart for

suppiies. He grew up a hard, self-reliant young man; he early

showed his intellectual powers and was fortunate enough to have

a father who engaged tutors to educate his family in between their
labours and adventures. This was guite the normal thing with the
East coast pioneers before the days of hoarding schools, in

Hobart and Launceston. George Meredith had seen service in the
Royal Marines during the Napoleonic Wars and was a man of wide ex-

perience. One of the earliest Tasmanian politicians, he took =2
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leading part in the movement for the separation of the Colony
from New South Wales (1825) and later in the Anti-Transportation
Movement. He lived to see his son, Charles, enter public 1ifé
and his daughter marry one of the most important country magnafes,
Sir Richard Dry of Quamby.

Charles Meredith left Tasmania in 1834 and took up
grazing leases in the Murrumbidgee, but losing heavily in the 37
great drought of 1841-45, he returned to his home Colony and
accepted an zppointment as a country Police Magistrate. Before
his losses, he had revisited England and Wales, met and married
his first cousin, Louisa Anne Twamley. Mrs. Meredith was a most
gifted woman and has an important place in the artistic and cultural
history of this State.

Charles Meredith's first political experience was &as
a member of the o0ld nominee Legislative Council. In 1856 he Was
elected to the first House of Assembly for‘Glamorgan. Owing to
his refTormnist views and known abilities, Gregson inciuded him in
his short lived Ministry. :

When Gregson resigned and ceased to lead his support-:
ers (1857) Meredith tock his place and during the Smith, Weston
and Chapman idinistries was virtually Leader of Opposition, Leader
of the largest group opposing the Governments. On taking office
with Whyte, he found himself faced with exactly the same politiéal
and financial problems which had faced Chapman, the ablest
financier in Parliiament. Unszble to proceed with any of Chapman's
proposais, he had to devise novel ways of raising money.. He
propesed a carriage-tzax which, ¢f course, hit the pockets of the

=== —same people - 'the Sqguires' -~ whe refused to sanction incomeaxd
property taxes. Meredith was sufficient of an eﬁ%nomist Lo
see the folly of depending on a revenue ¥ariff - and its inequality
e and he added the sting to his proposals by including the aboli%ﬁon
of all customs and excise, except upon spirits and tobacc§? - When

his carriage tax was rejected he substituted a very moderate

property and income tax. Although the Meredith proposals =mxt

were exceedingly popular with the salaried and wage earning classes
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the large property interests would have nothing of them.As nobody
was prepared to carry on the government, an election was inevitable
and Parliament was dissolved. The elections on the old narrow
franchise resulted in a defeat for the supporters of Whyte and.--
Meredith who resigned as soon as the new Parliament opened on'29th
November, 1866. Meredith remained in public life until the eni

of the unstable period, when he retired on account of ill-health.
He %took office in times of short Ministries. 'He was Minister for
Public Works in the Innes Ministry and Treasurer in the Reiby
Ministry. Meredith enjoyed great popularity during his public
careers. He was very accessable to people whather they were
electors or not, he never deserfted the popular cause which demanded
the taxing of wealth and proverty in spite of the fact that he
represanted a country eleciorate, and he had a great reputation for
getting things done, always an asset. He is one of the three
Pasmanian's who ars commenorated with a monument, the Meredith

obelisk erected by public subscription affer his de=ath, siands

in a prominent place in the Queen's Domain, Hobart,
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FRANCIS VILLENEUVE SMITH

(later His Hon, Sir F. V. Smith, C.J.)

On May 12th 1857 Mr. Francis Villeneuve Smith became the
third Premier, an o fice he held with distinction until he resigned
on November, 1lst, 1860 to tﬁke his place as pulisne Judge if the Supreme
Court. -Although he is one of the very few Tasmanians included in the

Dictionary of National Biography, there is very little known of him
pptside the of ficlal papers, and the newspapers of his times, ° Born
in London-on 13th February, 1819, he was the eldest son of a West
India merchant, Francis Smithg his mother's maiden name was Jean
Villeneuve. He was s Bachelor of Arts of the London University,
having taken a first prize in Intermational Law and a second prize in

Equitye In 1840 he wasg admlitted to the Bar of the Middle:Tample.and”fn

1944 came to Hobart where he commenced practising. His abilifies soon -
attracted attention and he was appointed Solicitor General in 1848,

His services were so valued by Governor Denlson that in spite of his
oppositien to Transportation he was nominated to the told! Legislative
Council (1851) and in 1854 was appointed Attorney=-General, which.positid
he relinguished at the advent of responsibide government,

'"Nigger! Smith appeared an enigms to most of his contemporare
ies and, therefors, a puzzle to succeeding generations, This was
probably due to his reported cold, unsympathetic manners and apparent
lack of interest in people or their everyday affairs, His well-known
tight flstedness in.money matters hardly added to his popularity,

His sharp, biting tongue made itself felt, and if reportd be correct,
even his Parliamentary manners left much to be desired. His swathy
skin, heavy black bettle‘brows, Shérp features and cold grey eyes made
him an easy mark for thaunnkind'race of contemporary caricaturists
and lampoon and political verse w#lters, One quotation alone will
reveal the quallty of literary criticism which was showered on Smith,
Maxwell Miller, contemporary member of Parliamenf.(expminister in

Gregson's shorte-lived government) and later clerk of the House) wit,

Dwin (24 (L)
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poet, wrote in his satirs "The Tasmanian House of Assembly, a
Metrical Catalogus”

"Not Puck himself with his olfish art

“Could men faney S{mith) eter own'd a heart

That soul or body show'd one touch of grace

Or that his mind is nobler than his face

A fluent speaker of the quibbling kind

He boasts a sharp but unacecomplished mindj;

Hls ready words intelligently flow

But still disdain a noble end to Ymow.

The Afric blood which courses through his veins,

With kindred blackness évery action stains.”

Despite his enemies and detractors, his strong Ministry,
which included Frederick Maitland Innes, responded to hls good, firm
Jleadership, and in spite of the growing economic difficulties, managed
t6 get the wheels of the new system of responsible government working
and enact some useful legislation. They reformed and liberalised the
method of land sales to assist small selectors, established a Council
of Education for the administratibn and development of the state sehool
system, and instituted the first advanced public examinations for the
Degree of Associate of Arts (AJAs)  Smith regarded these as the first
and necessary steps towards the founding of a University,

Smith passed the‘lagislatidn'necessary”for establishing local
government In country areas, However, his legislation to end the State
ald to religion, s prickly subject in any parliament, deserved a better
end then disallowance by the Crown. Smith's political horizon was not
bounded by: the Island's shores, for his govermment took part in the

~ discussions with other colonies for planms put forward by Deas-Thompson
(N.SeW.) and Gavan Duffy (Victoria) for federation. One of Smith's
most notable contributlons was his raising the confldences of
Tasmanians in themselves, He took every step possible to free them
from the stigma of association with the Transportation System. He

strongly discouraged the use of the terms Native Youth and Vandemonian
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for the Tasmanian born, - He caused the name Van Diemens Land to be
arased gnd replaced by Tasmania, and he was responsible for a new
issne of postage stamps to bear the new name, an action which WEH'
regarded popularly as a very satisfactory indication as a break with
the msat; previously all postage stamps had borne ihﬂ now despised
name Van Diemen's Land,

Smith's elevatlion to the bench wés a loss to Parliamentary
1ife and to the govermment of the colony; he was almost the only
leading personallty who ﬁaa highly educated and had received an
excellent legal training, He was lmighted in 1862 and beeame Chief
Justice in 1870, a post he held with distinction for 14 years, He
spent a long retirement in the South of France, almost reaching his
91st vear before his death on 17th Jamsry 1802,
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FREDERICK MATTLAND INNES.,

Smith's success éwﬂd much to his prineipsal eolleague,
Frederick Maitland Innes, Ahn wag his Treasurer, More versatile,
popular and politically pliable than his chief, Innes made up for the
‘cold aloofness and1nftan daﬁn right rudensss of Smiﬁh.

Innea was born in Scotland in 1816, the son of an army
offlcer belonging to a well-lmown military and legal family, Intended
for the law, he was articled to his uncle, a wrilter to the signet at
Edinburgh; 1ike so many young scots of his times he Tound the lure of
travel, adventure and distant parts too strong.s At the early age of
17 he arrived in T.smania and appars to have Immedistely found a place
in the vigorous journalism of the day. There was plenty of scope for
a bright young man possessing literary skill and ability to translate
into effective newspapsr articles, lamwpoons, Sguibs and other weapons
then in use in ﬁgé political warfare of the daye The colonists were
stirring and with the end of busheranging and the rounding up of the
aboriginees, were taking stock of the rule of Lt. Governor Arthur,
Gregson and his nephews were engaged in battles for the removal of
many injustices and free meetings wers dﬂmanﬂing & means of expression,

From his later writings and published spseches it can be
i seen that young Immes could supply this demand of the Van Diemen's
Land patriots, the "Wative Youths'., A% the end of the Arthur periloed
he returned to Great Britain, Torldng as a free lance journalist he
apparently found a ready market in the new cheap press; he was.a

contributor to the Penny Encyclopaedia, He returned to Tasmania and

e

was agaln active in Hobart jJournslism, being sssoclated with the

Observer, Moving to Launceston in 1846, heo seems to have finally

left journalism and turned to farming with success, Always a keen
politlelian, his experience as & journalist soon brought him to the

1 front in the pﬁhlia affairs of the North, Being a supporter of

popular gauses and for the development of the northern pap: o the
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colony, it is easy %o unﬁérstand that this newspaperman turned .farmer
had a strong appeal to th$ electors., He was a momber of the first
House of Assembly and ébn#inned;membership for -eitrer the Legislative
Council or the House of Assembly until 188235 he held the office ‘of
Premier for a short tarm; 1871-1872, Treasurer 1857-1862, Colonial
Secretary 186263 and was twice President of the Legislative Couneil,
Innes was a short, s tocky man, often called 'Little Immes!
as he contrasted strongly with most of the tall broad-shouldered men
who were his contemporaries in public life, One photograph taken at
the time of his‘Premiership, gives the impression that he was something
of a diminutibe‘Uncle Sam, with goatee beard on a square chin and large
shaved upper 1ilp. He was not an orator by the exacting standards of hi:
timea, but rather a plain, homely speaker, He was the best debater
of hls day and his native Scottish loglcal reason roused his less well
equipped opponents to high tempers, His speeches were very carefully
prepared and they are so full of facts and clear headed analysis that
they are of grsat valus to the student of the times,
Innes did not escape the attention of the satirist Maxwell
¥iller who described him unflatteringly as follows: .
"Next - in suécassion turgld Innes rants
- Alternate bullies and alternate rants;
.Piles words on words; then heaps words anew,
To mash the false and misapply the true;
‘Harsh, Lab'ring gutterals his meaning hides,
If that he'h1§ which never was supplied;
St11ll as he bawls the wonder grows intense
That so much sound conveys so little sense
Too wise the Church that prudently eschew'd
A tongue so bolstrous, and a mind so rude,
His grammar better, or less sirict, their ruls
We'd lost a knave, and they gain'd a fool."

Innes!s most fruitful perfod of achievement was during his

term of offlice as Colonial Treasurer in the Smith Ministry, He was
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an excellent financier and his policy was so well devised that it
succeeded in bringing order and stabllity into the chmotic publie
finances which the responsible governmenis had partly inherited from
their predecsssors, He was fortunate in his chlef, F. V. Smlth, and
in the support he raceivgd in Parliament and in the business world,

He waes not so fortunate #a Treasurer in the Chapman Ministry, 1862«63,
nor as Treasurer in his own short lived Ministry, Times had changed
and the majority of members, representing large property interest,
would not support any fﬁrm of direct taxation, As Premier, Immes took
a very practiecal intersst In education and he was responsible for
insugurating a poliey of rebuilding Stats schools, His sppointments
of bright young trained educatlonlists from Engianﬁ-bore‘fruit when

a generation l&tﬁr the Deparbmeﬁt of Education was established, Innes's
political career bore many resemblances to that of another journalist
politiciam, Edmund Dwyer-Gray, who was a financlal reformer and keenly
interested in educatlons And Llke Dwyer=Gray he had keen linterest in

and sympathy with the enthusiams and interests of young Tasmanians,




THOMAS DANIEL CHAPMAN OF SUNNYSIDE.

In the entrance hall of the Tasmanian Museum, Hobart,
are two portraits, one is of a handsome well-dressed man in black
broadcloth and a high stock and collar of the period; his fine
features are partly hidden behind luxuriant fair side whiskers;
his face is intelligent and his blue eyes bright and friendly.

The other portrait is that of a woman wearing a black silk dress
and a wide red ‘shawl; she has a fine neck and even features and
striking black eyes. Even allowing for the conventions of a
pbrtrait.painting of a century ago, the subjects would certainly
command attention in any company. They are Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Daniel Chapman who were probably the most important political
couple in Tasmania in the early years of responsible government.
Chapman was a civic and political leader in every sense, whilst
his wife (Miss Swan before marriage) was, in spite of her imperious
ways and sharp temperm equally a leader of women's movements which
were so marked a feature of the social life of the period.

Unfortunately, very little information is at present
available about the earlier period of Chapman's career. An
obituary notice informs us that he was born at Bedford, England,
in Waterloo Year and he emigrated to Tasmania about 1844.  However,
it is certain that by the year 1851 he had achieved sufficient
success as a merchant and as a public figure in Hobart to top the
poll in the first elections for the Legislative Council. He had
become the Leader of the so-called Liberal Party which stood for the
popular causes of Abolition of Transportation and for Responsible
Parliamentary Government; he was President of the Hobart Branch
of the Anti-Transportation (or Australasian) League. It can only
be assumed that his success as a merchant was based on the familiar
business of the times, that was as an exporter of wool, whale oil
and timber, and as an importer of groceries, hardware, clothing
and other manufactures from England, sugar from Mauritius and tea

from Ceylon.
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His enterprise was just suited to the expansive
times of the Victorian gold rushes. Politics and business by no
means absorbed all his abundant energies. He was a most active
promoter of the establishment of a Hibart High School for the
education of boys for “commercial and farming pursuits®, of the
Mechanics Institute, the Free Library, free schools for the all
t00 numerous under-privileged children, Benevolent Societies an&
sporting organisations.

Chapman laid the foundation of his political career
as a popular leader and organiser of the finances of the Anti-
4§§ansportation League; with Henry Hopkins, another leading Hobart
business man, he greatly contributed to the success of itstwo—=
propagandists, Reverend John West and William Pritchett f%ston.
An older generation of Hobartians who remembered the period never
forgot the persuasive power of Chapman's simple but homely phrased
speeches in the streets and from balconies. He was never
intimidated by the hooligan element in the pay of certain publicans
and dubious types of business men who supported Transportation for
their own evil ends. He was described by the Hobart ‘'Mercury!’
(18.2.1884) "as by no means an orator, but a vigorous speaker,
and a man of strong will and great preserverance. He was a typical
John Bull."

Chapman was elected at the head of the poll for one

of the four Hobart seats in the first House of Assembly, as stated

before he joined the Champ Ministry as Treasurer. This s%ep Qas x
régarded by the Liberal or Popéiar party, the *‘Democrats' as the
deepest treachery. For years Chapman had to face public taunts

as 'Rat', 'Renegade' and other terms of opprobrium from his one
time friends and supporters. What his detractors did not see was
that old issues were dead and there was no Governor's Friends or
supporters of the 'System'® in the new Parliament and that their

popularly elected rulers were divided on new issues. Chapman did

not escape the pen of Maxiwell Miller who described him thus -
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"Your ‘'renegades' who never turn by halves,
Are bound in conscience to be double knaves
No so, great Dryden, for although we dare
Boast our's a renegade beyond compare;
He turned 'by halves' as to our cost we know
(How large the sum the Treasury books will show)
Who used his office and received his pay,
=-=_To damn our creditg-and the State betray cmeem
A time there was when men yet undeceived
Though vain they lknew thee, honest still believed
Still deemed thee faithful to the cause, nor thought
That nature made three to be sold and bought."

Chapman was to suffer some of the same kind of
treatment that was meted out to John Earle, one of his successors
in the office of Premier sixty years later, who left his old
political associates.

The Hobart 'Mercury' which approved of Chapman as
a politician, quietly remarked "he gave great offence to many
of his friends by Jjoining Champ.™"

In spite of Chapman's unpopularity with that section
of the political 1ife which called itself 'Liberal', the name
'‘Renegade' was soon forgotiten and he received another from the
general public and in particular from the wage earners who were not
then enfranchised, During the period which the Smith Ministry
held office, Chaﬂﬁan was a supporter; he appears to have assisted
Treasurer Innes with his financial legislation and budgets.
However, when he became Premier in 1861 his government was facea
with the problem of falling revenues and the refusal of both Houses
of Parliament to face up to their responsibilities. Chapman
endeavoured to add to the Colony's prosperity by abolishing most of
the revenue tariffs and replacing them by an income and property
tax. As this meant cheaper groceries, particularly tea and sugar,

Chapman was gquickly dubbed 'Tea and Sugar Tommy'. This nick-name

stuck to him for the rest of his political career; it was remembere
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in political circles well into the present century. It was
Chapman's tragedy and the colony's loss that, in spite of his
léﬁgthy term as Treasurer, he was able to effect so little.,

After retiring from his short Premiership, 1961<63 he remained
leader of Opposition, but returnmed to office as Treasurervaﬁ;ing
the Dry and ¥Wilson Ministries, 186672, an unbroken term of six
years, a term passéﬁ only by Edmund Dwyer-Gray (1934-45). The
most Chapman could do in the face of unreasonable and selfish
oppcsition to financial reform was to keep the colony as solvent

as possible and obtain as much money from borrowing for urgent_
development as he could. The siupid Tariff Wars which governments
fought between one another caused Chapman to become a stromg
advbcate for a commercial union. He considered that such a union,
based cn the German Zollverein, should precede federation. His
daughter, Miss Amy Chapman, who shared her father's keen interest
in political history and political problems informed the writer
that on the subject of Federation, he tended to favour Imperial
union of all the self-governing colonies with the Mother Country
rather than separate Federations with no legisiative unity; he
would have favoured the idea of a British Commonwealth united by
an Imperial Parliament in which Australians, Canadians,xm New
Zealanders and other representatives of overseas British communities
This was a practical approach for his times because when Chapman
died in 1884 Australian Federation was still an ideal.

Although Chapman appeared to have good support as a
result of the second general elections which took place shortly
after he took office, the Opposition Leader Charles Meredith
succeeded in moving a no confidence motion #n the Goverhment's
financial proposals. However, Meredith apparently could not
satisfy the new Governor Lieut. Col. Gore-Brown thé;
he could form a government. The Gevernor aééepted Chapman's
advice and the second Parliament was dissolved, being the shortest

in Tasmanian history. In spite of the popularity of Chapman's

proposals his supporters were defeated and James Whyte, a somewhat
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mediocre figure, formed a government of which Charles Meredith
was the leading figure. It is considered that Chapman was
defeated by a cliique of Gregson's one time followers rather than
én-;ny broad grounds of policy. Chapman was to return to office
as Treasurer and later as Colonial Secreiary. ;

In 1873 Chapman was elected to the Buckingham seat
in +the Legislative Council, where he remained until his death
on 1884, caused by acute bronchitis resulting from
attending a race meeting st Elwick. In 1882 he succeeded his-
old colleague, Frederick Innes,as President of the Legislative”
Council.

When Chapman entered the House of Assembly he was in
comparatively difficult circumstances, but as economic conditions
worsened he was unable to managef his own business successfully,
and before he became Premier he had met serious reverses. The
buliing and upkeep of his home at "Sunnyside" (Park Street) must
havé'proved/geavy financial burden. His eventual bhankruptcy
was generally regarded as a calamity because of his self-sacrific-
ing devotion to his public duties. Leading articles in beth
Hobart and Launceston newspapers commented in their editorial
columns on the unhappy position of such a useful citizen. Some
arrangement must have been made with his créditors because after

resignation, he was re-—elected and continued his parliamentary

career.




From the resignation of Innes untll the end of the period

of instability and frustration for all progressively minded public
men, five more governments were to hold office, Three of the
Premliers, Kennerley, Reiby and Crowther, will now be noticed, because

they did not again hold that high office; only Relby contlinued 1n

Parllament beyond the period. The other two Premisrs, Fysh and
Giblin, headed apprently 'stop-gap! minlstries and the major part
of thelr careers lay ahead.

ALFRED KENNER L EFY

From the point of view of the blographer, Alfred Kennerley
is the least known of Tasmanian Premlers, although he held office for
three years (1873=76), However, his name is better known to=day
than many other public men whose careers were of far greater
importance, This seeming paradox is due %o the fact that Kemnerley
was a noted philanthropist at a time when such people were few and
regarded as somewhat eccentric to say the least, It was not a period
when men and women of wealth considered they had any soclal responsi-
bilities to the many destitute, underprivileged beyond well publisiced
donations to charities and gifts of unwanted clothes and odd coins at
their doors. Kemnerley, on the other hand was a large and intelligen
giver of his worldly wealth.

From the sparse blographical information available Kennerley
apparently emigrated from England to New South Wales about 1850, or
perhaps a few years later, For a perlod he was a settler but found
the climate unsuitable for his health, In 1860 he was settled in
Hobart and sufficiently well-known and respected, and a substantial
property holder to become an Alderman, At that time he was a welle
tc=do Englishman ebout fifty years of age, a childless widower. His
house slituated at the corner of Davey and Street indlcates
that he lived in some style, after the manner of the then prosperous
and influential British middle class, He must have busied himself

with civic affairs and his efforts to help amellorate the destitution
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which was such a feature of city life at that period. He was a
popular man, physically something of the Johm Bull type, with a
kindly, jovial manner. He was a modest man in the extreme,
absolutely devoid of a quality !'side!, which the colonlal born were
becoming to dislike in new comers from Britain, It is not sure
prising that we find Kennerley was Mayor of Hobart for four terms,
1862, 1863, 1871 and 1872, a record for many years.

It 1s probable that public spirit was his principal motive

for entering parliament, He was elected to the Legislative Council

in 1865 gnd he retained his seat until he retired twelve years later,
Probably the same motives caused him to accept the invitation of k
Governor to form a Minlstry when the family
factions and other personal divisions made 1t difficult to find men
who could lead. His small success in keeping in office for three
years was no doubt due to his Independence from the factions and his
lack of partisanship. His government was nicknamed the 'Pious
Ministry' by the'wits'because Kemmerley and another member (Giblin)
were Sunday School Superintendents. It appears that the personal
qualities of Premier were not sufficient to enable the Ministry to
tackle the real problems and he resigned ln disgust. Next year he
retired from public 1ife and spent his remaining years tirelessly
working for the cause of the destitute, to improve medical care for
the working people and in Church missionary work in the country
districts.

With the frustrations imposed upon him most men in Kennerley's
health would not have attempted any heavy public duties; following
his wife'!s death in 1869 he suffered from a severe paralytic seizure
and in splte of a remarkable recovery, he suffered from some resulting
physical dlsabilitles. Kennerley's memory is kept alive by his
foundation of the Boys Home which bears his name, It was a pioneerin
institution in this State and led the way towards a different attitude
to social problems. By the standards of the times the cost teo
Kennerley was very substantial, When Kennerley died (15th December

1897) at an advanced age = he was in his 88th year- the Hobart "Mercur

E‘r‘—_——
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rublished the following remarks in an obltuwary notice, they are as
he was seen by a contemporary journalist. "He was no ordinary
man and has done an immense amount of good in his time, A man who
used to like to give expression te Tennyson's lines

'However it be, it seems to me
1Tls only noble to be good,

Eind hearts are mors than coronsts

And simple faith than Norman blood.!'"




WILLIAM LODEWYK  CROWTHER

Reiby resigned on August 9th, 1877 and just over two years
later, on October 30th, 1879, Robert Giblin took office for:a

second term and ended this period, There were three Governments

in the final phase, one led by Phillip Oakly Fysh (later Sir), the
second by Giblin and the third by Crowther. As both Glblin and
Fysh were to lead Governments with‘distinction’during the next decade
it is considered desirable to descrlibe thelr carcers in relation teo
that important period,.

From the records which are avallable it 1s rather difficult
to imegine how William Crowther found time to sit in Parliament, let
alone lead a Government during a difficult period., Hls versatility
was unusual even for those spacious days for the gifted individual;
his active interests lay in many spheres seemingly far apart,
Crowther was the son of Willlam Crowbther who came to Tasmania from
England in 1824 and took up an appointment as Colonial Surgeon, The
younger William grew up in early Hobart and was like his friends and
contemporaries Tom Relby and Richard Dry possessed of fine stature
and physique. His statufe in Franklin Square shows him as a fine
wolle-bulilt man even in his later years, He was educated at a private
school at Longford and family history relates he walked through the
bush when going to, or coming from schools This was during a peried
when the aborigines were troubling the settlers and bush-rangefs were
stl1l]l somteimes at large in spite of Govermor Arthﬁr's stern measures,
Crowther became extremely self-reliant and the same author tells us
that he was such a successful hunter that he obtalned sufficient skins
of natilve anima%s to pay for his voyage btoScotland for his medical
course at Edinburgh,

Crowther returned to hls native Island in 1843 and commenced
his medical practice which he retained until his death forty~four
yoars later, He led a life that only a man possessing'a powsrful
freme, constitution and intellect could possibly follow. It is hoped
that before personal memories are all gone that a full biography of
Crowther will be written and published. Here it is only posslble to
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mention his principal activities and interests, He was a model
family man devoted to the interests of his eight chilldren; his wife
was Victorla Marie Loulse Muller, the daughter of General Muller, Hi
competence in his profession was quickly recognised and he enjoyed a
reputation far beyond his native clty. He was never an exclusilve
physician, he treated many underprivileged with exactly the same care
and attention as the more fortunate. He gave valuable services %o
the Hobaet General Hospital throughout his career and in public life
lost no opportunity to educate the cormunity in matters of public
health. Had his advice been seriously regarded 1t is considered two
of the scourges of Victorian Hobart, smallpox and typhoid, would have
been mitigated. Like most reformers his own generation heeded him
little and another was destined to carry them out and secure the
benefits.

Crowther's interest in sclence was by no means confined to
those branches associated with medicine, = He was a zoologist of
standing and his researches into the anatomy of whales was fully
. recognised abroady his valuable collections were sent to overseas
scientiflc bodles, He made equally useful contrlibutions to the study
of native peoples by his accurate observations of the vanishing
aborigines,

Crowther had a great love for the sea and for whaling enter=
prises in the South Seas and trading in the Pacifilc, In this
character he was more of a sixteenth century Merchant Adventurer than s
busy nineteenth century physiclan, Not content with risking his hard

earned money he bullt and operated ships on his own account

traded as far north as San Franclsco and caught whales inside the
Anterctic Circle,

When he was fifty one years old this aslready incredibly active
man entered the House of Assembly. However, he resigned after a
short term, but was elected to the Legislative Council in 1869 and helé
his seat until his death in 1887,
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He proved himseld a model member, he was regarded as an orator
in a time when such a gift was wldely esteemed. He was most
assiduous In hls duties, attending every sitting and following the
business of the House with an unusuval keenness, Having a -progressive
outlook and not connscted or associated with any of the so-called
politieal families, he joined the friends of Mr, GregSon.' He was
a minister without portfolio in Rmky Reiby's short-lived government
and when he shouldered the onerous burden of Premiership aftser 8iblin
and Fish had failed to carry on, 1t must have been a sense of public
duty which caused him to take office. His Cabinet was a stpong one,
O'Reilly was Minister for Public Works, Dodds, a new man of great
ability was Solicitor=Generalj,and the Chief Secretary was his former
leader, Reiby, David Lewls, a leadlng Hobart business man and capabl
financisr, was Treasurer, Crowthsr's policy was the same as Ra:‘.l.h;r_.r"é
and when Lewils proposed an incomse tax which was defeated, Crowther
resigned, Before resigning Crowther had to face one of the most

diffieult situation ever confronting a Tasmanlan Premler, A renegade

.Roman Catholic Priest, so called Father Chinlquay, a French Canadlan,

was touring the Australian colonles and giving public lecturses which
gave great offence to Roman Catholics, On the Mainland his 'lectures!
were the scenes of uproar and disorder as sectarian fanatlcs attended
them for the purpose of causing mischilef in public, This visit took
place at a time when the troubles in Ireland were greatly agitating
the sons and daughters of Erin in Australia, Before Chiniguay's
arrival in Hobart a large number of his opponents armed and declared
they were goling to prevent him from giving his lecture at the Town
Hall, Crowther met this threat mkk to aubhority by calling up the
volunteers and arming them with live ammunition, His son Edward,
also a doctor and member of Parliament, commanded the artillery which
was posted in Franklin Square. Having made a show of force Crowther,
with the valuable co-opsration of Archbishop Delaney,calmed down the
the rioters and serious civil trouble and disorder was avoided, This

was Crowther'!s greatest contribution - and it was of great

importance to the State = during his long period of public life
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After resigning Crowbther remained as a leading member of
ghe Legislative Councll until his dsath in resulting

from a fall from his horse in Goulburm Street, Hobari, So highly
was he regarded by his fellow cltlzens that they subscribed to the

xEx sraction of his bronze statue whieh stands In Franklin Squars,
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